The Takoma Times, January 27, 1904, Page 2.

— T, . T S o L -

WAS ONGE A

HATED BOSS--

- ———wa
- S e

HIS MEMORY IS NOW REVERED
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SHERPHERD'S TOMB.

WASHINGTON, Jan, 26.—-The remaing
of ““Boss’ Shepherd, whose career was one
of the wonders of Washington, have been
placed 1 an 1mposing granite mausoleum
in Rock Creek cemetery. When Shepherd
lcft Washington, a quarter of a century
ago, he was bankrupt and went into exile,
with the abuse of thousands of Washing-
tonians rmging in his ears.  When he wasg
buried here last summer, he was given
all the honor that could have been paid
a great chicftain,  Civie and military or-
ganizations turned out and the streets
were filled with one of the greatest crowds
ever assembled at a tuneral in this city.

Alex. R. Shepherd was territorial gov-
ernor of the Istrict of Columbia 1n the

early seventies. Washington was then
without 1mprovements and one of the
greatest malaria resorts in the world.
Shepherd made  1mprovement by the

wholesale., Hills were cut down, swamps
filled and streets paved and straightened.
All of this cost a good bit in taxes. There |
was a popular outbreak. The loudest
howls came from people best able to
the increased taxes. Confident in the fu-
ture of the town, Shepherd had gone deep-
Iy into real estate speculation. The load
was too heavy for him to carry and he lost
everything. Ome of the things he was
obliged to surrendecr to creditors was one-
quarter interest in a local newspaper that
18 now making about $300,000 a vyear,
Shepherd went to Mexico, engaged i
mining and became a millionaire. A
dozen years after his d¢parture it dawned
upon people here that the far-seeing plans
of the reviled “boss” had served to malke
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Washington one of the most beautiful
cities 1n the world. Thereafter there
was nothing too good for Shepherd. When
he visited here there were great public re-
ceptions. When he died the people were
proud to do him honor.

Shepherd’'s method of dealing with
railroad company was characteristic
his way of doing things. The company
ignored repeated orders to remove its
tracks from a strect bordering the capito]
grounds. One Saturday night Shepherd
placed 1,000 laborers in action. On Sun- |
day morning the tracks had disappeared
and the street was paved. There was
more or less rearing around by l'ml-f;wmll
ratlroad ofticials, but thcy never regained
the tracks. In changes made in street
grades Shepherd left some houses on blufls
and converted the first stories of others
into cellars. It was aggravating at the
time, but tolks realized arterwards that 1t
was all for the best.

The vault erected at Rock (reek by the
family 18 of Grecian-Dorie design and con-
structed of granite  quarried i large
blocks., The interior is hined with polished
marble.

An association of Washington men 1s col-
lceting moneyv for the erection of a monu-
ment in memory of Shepherd, to be placed
in one of the parks. The fund amountsg
to £10,000. but will be greatly inl'l‘t‘ﬂﬁl‘d-,
This 18 the ““Boss” Shepherd who was ex-
ploited so greatly in seviral ]n'{-:-'.itlﬂnliull
campaigns twenty-five or thirty vears ago.
Few public men lived to secure such sweet |
revenge on their enemies,

JACOB WALDECK., |
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