
Personal Reminiscences and Recollections of Forty-Six Years' Membership 
in the Medical Society of the District of Columbia and Residence in this city, 
with Biographical Sketches of Many of the Deceased Members by Samuel C(lagett) Busey, 1895, Pages 144-147

• 

• 

144 PER OSAL REJIIXL CE.XCE/,'. 

epidemic of small pox in that section of the city known then, as 
now, as Capitol Hill, which occupied my attention exclusively 
for everal months, and. 0 effectively isolated me that it prac
tically amounted to social and professional ostracism. Know
ing of my unfortunate environment, Dr. D::,twes quite frequently 
would stop and talk with me about the disease, giving me such 
advice and information as he thought would be of u e to me. 
On one of these occasions I was feeling very unwell, and 
expressed the apprehension that I had contracted the disease. 
He inquired in regard to my symptoms, examined my tongue 
with great care, and then assured me that I need not feel the 
lea. t uneasine s. He seemed to rely more upon the appear
ances of the tongue than upon the clinical picture as a whole, 
but offered no explanation of their significance. He was one 
of those who studied with great care the tongue in disease, 
and attached great importance to the observation. Dr. 
Dawes was a heavy-built man, with a broad, round face, 
and very ruddy complexion, looking like a man who knew 
the good things of the world and how to enjoy them. He 
was u ually neatly, but very plainly dressed, and very simple 
and unassuming in manner. He was a slovenly snuff-fiend, 
and carried it 100 ely in the right-hand pocket of his vest, 
from which he would take it with his fingers, and, with great 
nonchalance, snuff it into his capacious nostrils. His horse 
and buggy were badly kept, and he jogged along the streets 
as unconcerned as if no care disturbed hi equanimity. He 
seemed to be always happy, and content to accept everything 
as he found it. 

Eli ha Cullen Dick was born of a di tinguished and wealthy 
Colonial family in Pennsylvania in 1752. He tudied medi
cine with Rush and Shippen, and graduated Bachelor of ~Ied
cine in the class with Caspar 'VistaI' in 1782. He selected 
Charleston, South Carolina, as the location to practice hi 
profession, and on his way thither stopped in Alexandria, 
Virginia, to renew his acquaintance with a relative, who 
introduced him to many of the prominent and wealthy fam-
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ilies of that city, by whom he was ad vi ed to locate in that 
city, at that time not unmerously sUI plied with physicians. 
Flattered by the opportunities so courteou ly offered him, he 
returned to Pennsylvania, old out hi::; e tate, married, and 
returned to Alexandria in October, 1782, where he began the 
practice of medicine, and died in 1825, after forty-two years 
of active profe ionallife. It seems probable that he adopted 
the middle name Oullen after graduation, as his name on 
the roll of graduates of the University of Pennsylvania is 
simply Elisha Dick. After he became a resident of Alex
andria he in variably signed his name as Elisha O. or Elisha 
Cullen Dick. 

Dr. Dick was one of the founders of the fir t lodge of 
l\Iasonry in Alexandria, which was chartered in 1783, and of 
which he was elected Worshipful J\faster in 1785, and annu
ally thereafter, until the new charter in the name of Alexan
dria Lodge, No. 22, was obtained in 1788, from the Grand 
Lodge of Virginia, in which General Washington was named 
as Worshipful l\Iaster. After the retirement of General 
Washington, in 1789, he was again re-elected, and continued 
to hold the office until 1795, when he declined a re-election, 
but was again elected in 1797, and served until December, 
1799. This review of his official connection with the l\Iasonic 
Order is preliminary to the statement of the fact that he con
ducted the 1Iasonic ceremonies at the laying of the corner
stone of the "Ten Miles Square," or District of Oolumbia, 
on April 15, 1791, at J one' Point, at the mouth of Hunting 
Creek, below Alexandria. He was vVorshipful l\Iaster in 
1793, when the corner-stone of the Oapitol was laid, on whi ,h 
occa ion he marched arm-in-arm with \Vashington, and took 
part with him in the ceremonies. He also conducted the 
l\1asonic services at the funeral and burial of General Wa h
ington, and presided at the Lodge of Sorro\,;. 

\Vhen he joined the l\Iedical Society of the Di trict of 
Columbia, in 1 17, Alexandria was included in the territorial 
area of the" Ten l\Iile Square." This wa durin<=:) the pre-
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liminary organization, but his name does not appear among 
those who petitioned Congress for the charter, nor among 
those named in the act of incorporation passed in 1819; nor 
does it appear that he ever took any active interest in the 
Society, which was probably due to his age (sixty-seven) and 
the distance of his residence (eight miles) from the place of 
meeting. 

His biographer, Dr. J. ~i. Toner, from whose sketch of his 
life and history the foregoing details have been obtained, char
acterizes him as a man of learning and an accomplished phy- . 
sician, who enjoyed the confidence of a very large clientele, 
and was beloved by the community in which he practised his 
profession for such a long period of time. 

Dr. Dick was one of the two consulting physicians and the 
first to arrive in the last sickness of General Washington, and 
remained with the illustrious patient during the last nine 
hours of his life, striving with his colleagues, Craik and 
Brown, to save the life of the" first citizen of the Republic." 

He was an austere man, with correct habits, courtly man
ners, a high sense of honor, but somewhat erratic in his relig 
ious faith. He was born and raised an Episcopalian, afterward 
joined the Presbyterian Church, and finally became an enthu
siastic member of the Society of Friends, in which faith he 
died. 

His life is chiefly interesting to the medical profession as 
one who was so intimately associated with Washington, laid 
the corner-stone of the District of Columbia, and, together 
with Washingtou, that of the Capitol in 1793, and was one 
of the original members of the ~1edical Society of the Di trict 
of Columbia, dating the beginning of his membership with 
the first year of its preliminary organization. 

The historic eveuts with which he was so prominentlyasso
ciated directly connect the ~iedical Society of the District of 
Columbia and the profession of medicine with several of the 
most noteworthy and conspicuous occurrences in the early 
history and foundation of this District. Before going from 
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Alexandria to J oue ' Point he invoked the bles ing that the 
stone to be laid might (( remain an immovable monument of 
the wi dom and unanimity of orth America," and after the 
return of the Commis ioners and other to Alexandria he 
offered the following entiment: (( Brethren and Gentlemen: 
~1ay jealousy, that green-c!'ed mon ter, be buried deep be
neath the work which we have this day completed, never to 
rise again within the Federal District." 

Orlando Fairfax was born and resided in Alexandria until 
the breaking out of the War of the Rebellion, and then 
removed to Richmond, "Virginia, where he died in 1882. He 
was a son of Thomas, the ninth Lord Fairfax:. He joined 
the Society in 1830, bnt, probably, never took an active 
interest in its deliberations. 

James Crowdhill Hall was born in Alexandria in 1805. 
His father died during his infancy. When five years old his 
mother mQved to this city, and soon afterward married Dr. 
Laurie, a distinguished cler yman then residing here. After 
graduating from Jefferon College, at Cannollsburg, Pennsyl
vania, he commenced the study of medicine with Dr. Thomas 
Henderson, one of the founder of the Yledical Society of the 
District of Columbia, and a surgeon in the United States 
Army. He graduated in medicine from the University of 
Pennsylvania in 1827, and immediately entered Blockley 
Hospital as one of the resident physicians, where he re
mained for one year, during which service he studied and 
familiarized himself with the new methods of inve tigation 
and physical exploration which were then being introduced, 
and thus formed the pedestal upon which the tatlle of the 
future man wa erected. 'Vith a thorough preliminary and 
professional education, a mind liberalized and expanded by 
an extensive range of stndy, a penetratiYe agacity, a compre
hensive and retentive memory, together with teadiness of 
purpose, zeal, di cipline, and industry, it i not urpri ing that 
he should have so quickly attained a brilliant ucce s, and 
made for himself an enduring reputation. 
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