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A BLACK MAN'S BRIDE l
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Frederick Douglass Married Last Night to
Miss Helen Pitts,
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The Woman Young, Attractive, Intelli-
gent, and White,
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How the Aged Orator Went About {he Bunsiness
of Marryihg,

The Wedding an Exceedingly Quict Affalr l
and Private,
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A, Frederick Douglass, recorder of decds
of this city, and ono of tho most prominent
colored men in the United States, entored the
clerk’s oflice in the City hall yesterday after-
noon in a hurried and somewhat flurried
manner. Ho glanced furtively around, and |
nfter bowing to tho clerks and habitues, drew
tho chief clork aside and a whispered con-
versation followed. 'The clerk then took the
nmarringe liconse book, and after filling out |
ono of the blanks hunded My, Douglass
a . cortificate. DMr. Dougluss took it and |
after ‘mying the  $1  fee, looked |

sbout him sheepishly, and went out. The
clerks and every one in the oftice had been
nttracted by these actions, and consulted tho
liceonse book for an explanation. 'The last
blank was filled out with the names of
‘“‘I'rederick Douglass, of Washington, and
Helen Pitts, of New York.,”' It took but a
fow mindtes to circulate the news. Whon
Mr. Dougluss secured the license he enjoined
the strictest secresy, and asked that it be kept
from the recorder’s oflico, A RIPUBLICAN
reporter wns the first to disclose the informa-
tion in that office, and Mr. Douglass’s
daughter, who is- employed there, was visi- |
bly aflected when told of it,

After securing tho licorise Mr, Douglass im-
mediately repaired to his home, in Anacostia,
where his fammily wero assombled. His house
sots on o bluff called Cedar Hill, overlooking
the eastern branch of the Potomac and com- |
manding a good view of this city and sur-
rounding country. He remained at home
until shortly nfter 5 o'clock, when he returned
to this city. A REPUBLICAN reporter called
on Miss Helen Pitts, at 913 E street north-
west, and, after submitting to persistent ¢ues-
tioning for awhile, she admitted that sho was
to he married to Mr. Douglass, She refused
to say when and where, or to answer any
further questions. She is a white lady, and
has been employed as a copyist in Mr, Doug-
lass’s office. She s peétite in figure, with |
dark eyes and hair, and is about 36 years of
age. She is quite prettv. -

When Mr, Douglass returned to the city he
went to tho house of a friend and remained
there until after 6 o’clock, when he sent for a
carringe and drove to the residence of Miss
Pitts. Arriving, he entered the house and
goon came out, with his aflianced leaning on
his arm. Thoy wore then driven to the
residence of the Rev. Francis (rimke, No.
1608 B street mnorthwest. They ontercd the
parsonage and were married by Mr. Grimke,
two members of the housohold acting as wit-
pesges. During the ceromony Miss Iitts
rotaited a composure of iniso  that  showed
stondy nerve, and her answers were clvear and
distinct. - -

On tho conclusion of the ceremony, and of
the hearty congratulations of Dr. Grimke
and family, the ‘“grand old maun” and his
bride again entered the carriage, man and
wife. They went to the house on 1S street,
'whore Mrs. Douglass received the congratu-
Intions of her fridnds, " It ‘was whilo Mr,
Douglass was standing on the steps that a
‘REPUBLICAN represuntative approached him
and extended his -congratulations. The
face of the distinguished bridegroom
wore ‘& benign and comfortable smile
and he shook the reporter’s lmn(i
with a hearty grip. He was a {trifle
nervous, When asked about his marriage ho
admitted that, for the second time, he had
taken unto himself u wile. He gave the re-
porter all the information he could in good
snirit, but finally hinted that his questionoer
wus rather ‘‘checky.” Mr. and Mrs, Doug-
»-8 were the recipients of many congratula-
tirng, Early in the evening the carriago
was driven toward Anacostia, and soon the
bridal couple were in the midst of the family
vl MLF. boughes. The first introductions
were  performied  with  somy embarrass-
ment; but in & short time this dis-
appeared, and an elegant wodding supper
was pleasantly discussed. Mr. and Murs,
Douglass will probubly leave for an extended |
tour of the north to-day.

- 'The marriage, us might have becen antici-
pated, crented cousiderable surprise. The
tamily of Mr. Douglass knew nothing of it
untij lastlevening, aud his courtship was con-
ducted with strict secresy. The lndy has no
reiatives in this eity, but has regided here for
& nmuber of years. She came originally
ifrom Troy, N. Y., dnd made tho acyuaint.
ance of My, Douglass about a yenr azo, She
is & lndy of education, and i3 possessed of
eharmiug manners. Mr. Dounglass is o wid-
owal, baving lost his wifo a few years ago,
_EEI_alhus four childron living, thres boys and a
girl. - '

[
H-l--rﬂ-'i—l--"r---—-—u—-uq..-ﬂ-——+i-rq i

eyl

p—



https://www.loc.gov/resource/sn86053573/1884-01-25/ed-1/?sp=1&st=image&r=-0.945,-0.014,2.885,1.516,0

