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DEATH OF GEN. NELSON AT THE GALT HOUSE, LOUISVILLE.

The Killing of Nelnon,

In those momentous days, when
every hour seemed to have its shock
and its terror, men’'s minds became in
a manner numb to startling events., In
spite of this the tragedy which occurred
in the Galt House in Louisville, Sept.
29, sent sorrow to every loyal hﬁ-art.'
. Wounded, worn out and aching in every
fiber of his being from the mismanage- |
ment of his subordinates which had
| brought about the disaster of Rich-
i mond, Gen. Wm. Nelson arrived in Lou-
,isville. He was to take command of
the city, and organize its defense out of |
the new regiments being hurried for-
tward to him. Time and circumstances
were such as to try souls of a far more |
| equably-minded man than the turbu-
lent, unsparing autocrat of the quarter-
y deck. -Among those directed to report
to him was Brig.-Gen. Jefferson C. Da-
| vis, who had won laurels in command
of a brigade at Pea Ridge. Davis was
naturally of a rather sour, saturnine dis- |
position 'and jealous of his personal
dignity. There are any number of ac-|
counts current as to what happened
between him and Nelson. The best
supported of these indicate that when
Davis reported to Nelson the latter as-
sailed him in the harsh, irritable way
iho was too often in the habit of using

when addressing officers, and which
must have been greatly inereased by
his wounds, his recent experiences and
his overwhelming responsibilities. Davis
answerced back very hotly, and the al-
tercation proceeded wuitil the epithots
became {intolerable. Davis went away
and brooded over Nelson’s language,
and, finally returning, demanded an
apology, which Nelson refused with
more angry words, At this Davis threw
a ball of paper which he had been ner-
vously rolling with his fingers into Nel-

iqq face. Nelson retorted by slapping|

Davis’s face. The latter turned to one
of his friends, borrowed a revolver and
fired at Nelson, striking him near the
heart, from whiecn wound he died shori-
ly afterward. The unfortunate affair

aroused great intensity of feeling in the
army, as, after all, Nelson's men haq'
come to feel a deep affection for him,
and rather enjoyed and prided them-.
celyves in his hot, hasty tongue. On the
other hand, many who had suffered
from his scorching words were not a
little pleased that punishment had been
dealt out to him. In the hurry and
riush of those pregnant times but little
i notice was taken of this affair. There
Cwvas some form of inquiry, but Davis|
' retained his command, and eventuaily
| 'ed the Fourteenth Corps in the latter
| oart of the Atlanta campaign, in thui
mnarch to the sea. throveh the Caro-.
"inas, and in the Grand Review., There!
is no doubt, however, that the tragedy
addened all his life, embittering even
nMis best days, and that the specier ot
‘Villiam Nelson was his frequent visitor
'n tho=e chil!, weak hours that must|
“ome to everv man when the earth is
1111 in the =olemn black of midnight.
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