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GHHBIND INAL AT UNVEILING

?ﬁntmg Of J'ames Ryder Randall
Now On View... -

ETATE HONORS FOR THE A'UTHOR

ﬂmea Bryce, British Ambaua.dor,
.Amon‘ Those Who Paid Tribuate
To Writer Of State’. Oown Song.

Y&peclal Dispatch to the Baltimore Sun.]

Annapolis, Md., Jan. 23.—in the presence
of Governor Crothers, Cardinal Gibbons
and a representative gathering of promi-
nent citizens of the State and city, the
memory of James Ryder Randall, author
of “Maryland, My Maryland,” was honored,
and his achievements as a writer of poetrv
Ia.nded here this afternoon at the exercises'
attendant ipon the unvelling of a portrait
of . ‘the author in the hall of the House of
Delegates at the State House. The portrait
svhich is a striking likeness of the writer of
the famous song, occuples the space just
Bbove the rostrum of the Speaker. Tt
was presented to the State by the chapter
of the Daughters of the Confederacy.

‘The opening of the ceremonies was de-
Iayed to some extent because of the late-
ness of the train, bearing Governor Croth-
erg;- who presided. in reaching the citx
The principal address was delivered by
Prof. Henry E. Shepherd, of Baltimore.
The opening prayer was offered by Cardlnal
Gibbons, who stays In Anpapolis to ad-
minister confirmation in St. Mary's Catho-
lic' Church tomorrow morning. Following
this, Governor Crothers delivered the intro-
ductory address, in the course of which he
spoke of how fitting it was that the memory
of.the man who wrote the song that so
many of us love should be honored today.
Then followed the ceremonies of unvelling
the portrait. Thls act was performed by
Miss Katharlne Randall Adams, of Au-
gusta, Ga., a granddaughter of the poet
and suthor, and 3Miss Julla Tisdale, daugh-
ter of Mrs. Julia Tisdale, of Anmapolis,
swho pulled the cords, releasing a iarge
American and State flag. Mrs. Edward C.
Gantt, of Annapolis, sang "Maryla.nd My
Maryland.”

'The Governor then Introduced Mr. C. C.
Magruder, Clerk of the Maryland Court of
Appeals, who delivered a brief but pleas-
4ng address, In which he referred to the
character of the noted poet, with whom he
sald he had had the pleasure of close as-
sociation in hig later years, andof hisgenius
as a writer. The Governor then accepted
the . portralt in behalf of the people of
the State and assured the donors that he
would see that the proper care was taken
of it.. Mr. George Forbes, of Baltimore,
formerly a resident of Annapolis, was then
Introduced by the Governor and he read
A letter from Ambassador James Bryce, and
nlso two of Mr. Randall’s famous poems.
Hig recitations of the poems was very well
recelved. The principle address of the ex-
erclses was delivered by Prof. Henry E.
BShepherd, of Baltimore.

. Mr.* Andrews, the. llterary executor of
Randall, wrote to the Governor:

. “It §s with the most sincere regret that,
at the last moment, I find I cannot be
present at the unvefling of Mr. Randall’s
portrait.

, YAs the literary exccutor of the poet, I
would say that the author of the most
spirited appeal to arms and to love of
country in the English tongue did not live
to see.his poems collected for publicatlon.
Lovers of poetic expression and fmagery
have not hgd an opportunity of knowing
what ethereal beauty lies in his verse, and
what varied charm in thought and rhythm.

“The realization thut James Ryder Ran-
dnll is a poet of pecullar power and a
master of metrical composition is yet to
come. Despite the present natural and
prevalling opiniop, when his poems are
known he will not go down in the history
of American-literature as the ‘author of a
single song,” even though that song may
be ‘Maryland, My Maryland.’ Very truly
yours, MarrHEW PAGE A.thDWS »

Mr. Bryce wrote:

BRITISH EMBASSY,
WASHINGTON, Jan. 15.

Dear Ay. Andrews: 1 should like very
much to come to your ceremony at An-
hnapolis, but sadly fear it will not be
possible, for I am so- much pressed by
work now, and I am likely to be much
pressed till the end of this month and
perhaps longer, that I cannot venture to
be away from Washington even for a
couple of hours. Pray express my sincere
regret. I am very glad that the poet's
name and fame will be duly commemorated
in the capital city of his State. I am, very

truly yours, JAMES BRryCH.
Mr. Page Andrews, 1018 St. Paul street,
Baltimore. ,

Professor Shephard’s Tribute.

Professor Shephard said:

“Wwith all that Poe, Lanier, Ticknor,
Timrod and Randall have achieved in the
purest ranges of poetry, as well as In the
subtlest flelds of investigation and re.
search, we of Maryland and of the South
are still content meekly to acquiesce in
the judgment of New England oracles, as
sitting In the seat of the scornful they
refuse to accord to us, not merely literary
creatlons as accomplished results, but even
literary ‘potentiality or the power of bring-
Ing them into throbbing, vigorous life.

‘‘We accept without demur or dissent
the arrogant and undiscriminating. esti-
mates of our traditional foes; and despite
It all the State of Maryland inseribes upon
her 'poet roll two names, one never ap-
proa\:hed. the other never excelled in the
chronicles of Cambridge or- of Boston.
Rither of these.is sufficlent to take away
the reproach our enemies would fasten
upon u3. The renown of both has encir-
cled the globe. Randall’s one song has
carried the fame of Maryland almost be-
yond the limits accessible to travel, or
penetrated by the relentless spirlt of com-
mercial and geographical enterprise.

Rindnll Descendants There.

An added irnterest was given the cere-
monies by the presence of several close de-
pgeendants of the nottd author, including
his ‘two sisters, Miss Mary and Fanny
Randnli, of Baltimore ; Mrs. John Randall,
of, Baltlmore, a sister-in-law; Miss Mar-
garet Randall, of Baltimore, a2 niece, and
Miss’ Katharine Randall Adams, of Au-
gusta, Ga., a granddaughter. In addition,
there were present & number of membtrs
of the Baltimore Chapter, Daughters of the
Confederacy, including Mrs. Jorn Prentiss
Poe,-the president, also Mr. Poe, the judges
of the Court of Appeals and other persons
of prominence.

‘The prisentation of a portrait of Mr.
Randall was largely inspired by Mrs. Rob-
rt Bowle, of Annapolis, a descendant of

overnor Bowie. Mrs. Bowie Is president

the local chapter of Confederate Daugh-

rg, and arranged for the unvelling cere-
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A . Work Of Miss Walion.
< The portrait of Randall is inclosed in a
gilt frame, the dimensions of which are
three anda half by two feet. 1t was painted
by Miss Katharine Ktnt Walton, of Annap-
olis, and is' pronounce dby those who.knew
the poet and author as a most excellent
llkeness. It porirays Mr. Randall in his
prime at the age of 44 years. Miss Wal-
ton not only has the art of portraiture, but
the spirit of life is recognized In all her
work, and in this portrait she has been
most happy not only in giving & true likt-
ndgs, but in expressing-the true character
of- the man. The portralt 18 painted in
pure color, without glazing or medium,
Miss Walton is better known as a portrait
mlnlature painter, having painted the mini-
atures of a number of prominent people
ot Maryland and other States, and wherever
seen,. her ork has received the highest
commeéndation. Miss Walton is tht daugh-
ter-of Dr. H. Roland Walton, of Annapolis,
and is well known, coming from a long line
ot prominent Maryland families.
i At the base of the portrait a brass plate
bears the following inscription:
i/« %James Ryder Randall, author of “Mary-
lnnd !My Maryland;” born in Baltimore,
January 1, 1839 ; died in Augusta, Ga., Jan-
uary 14, 1908." Painted by Miss Katharlne
Kent Walton, of Annapolis.”



