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John Clagett Proctor 88
Historical Writer, Dies

. John Clagett Proctor, 88, poet
and historical writer for The
'Star, died last night at his home,

:'1603 Jonquil street N.-W,, where

‘he nad been confined for the
‘past three years as the result
of a fall in his home,

By virtue ot his many years,
‘his remarkable memory and ine-
defatiguable research i{nto the
records Mr. Proctor became the
outstanding. historian on 19th
'Century Washington.

A little man, slightly bowed in
his late vears with a border of
white hair receding from a bald-
'ing dome he was a familiar fig.
'ure for vears at patriotic and his-
torical meetings.

His great interests were The
| Stax and the Association of Old-
‘est lnhabitants of the District ol

| Columbia. - JOHN CLAGETT PROCTOR
Recalled Sectional Names. Poet and Historian

For longer than 20 years, his
‘Ipleces on old Washington ap- in Rock Creek and traced from
'peared in The Sunday Stai. He, old maps the course of the Iiber.
‘]o\-ed to reminisce on the old, th(’ stream that skirted the Capl
ne)ghborhoods with the funny tol, and still does although in
names, Cowtown, Smampaodle{‘NW“m underground.
‘and Foggy Bottom and on Brook. FHe had a collection of old
'land, Brightwood, Saul's Addi- street directories and he did a
txon and Petworth He recalled lot of research in the offices of
the old canals, swimming holes, Continued on Page B-12, Col. 7.
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John Clagett Proctor, 88,
Historical Writer; Poet

1] . Continued From First Page/auguration of President Franke
|the Assessor end the Recorder of lin Roosevelt. -~~~
Deeds to determine where dis-| On January 22, 1928, he be-
|tinguished national figures and|gan his weekly feature of his-
~|Washington citizens lived. His|torical articles in The Star.
gcgot;nts}aw%e,yery accuratei in| ~ 5-Day Job.
Idetail an storians and biog- 2 R B L 4 |
raphers have found his articles; ,I’}el said each of his Sunday-
in The Star a godsend to their fticles took - five days of re-
work. ~ o | ;search, writing and editing. He,

3 b Tt ./got much of his material in
toxH ;::g..th%rgédgﬁi;x?? a::ézng libraries, driving his car from

: . ' : , H to another. He had never.
-|zation which meets every month | 90¢ ,

| > 'since 1914 | ,‘
i:fa?“}z‘g:g:g a‘ixxlxd Ilisztsx:eet%}v zvv | His workroom at home was a

» i 2 _imaze of filing cabinets, scrape;
e op e 1, S, U books, "books and. souvenie of
Heome b g 14 s T wie €arly Washington. ' _
time before World War II his - | |
health prevented his attendance, Mr. Proctor was editor-in-chief
and Mr. Proctor, as first vice ©f the flve-volume “Washington'
.| president, took over. ' ‘;"‘Pfgsgz and Present,” published
'| - Elected President. | Another of his works, “Proc-
'l When Mr. Noyes died in 1946, tor’s Washington and Environs,”
!IMr. Proctor was unanimously published in 1949, was a come
!lelected president. He used to pilation of articles he wrote for
||select topics for discussion—the The Sunday Star during the
{/cable cars on Pennsylvania ave- | period 1928-1949. |
|
i
|

st T Wit g o

{|nue, the old race tracks in the| pespite his voluminous his-.
1 District, the streams that used torical work, he found time for
iito flow irgo t:,ihe Pott';om?c :r?{m civic and fraternal affairs. |
‘ipresent District streets. He . |
‘Iwould have the topic typed on ‘Helped Found Natives.

a postcard and sent to each| He was one of the founders
member. They would come to of the Society of Natives in 1920
the meetings prepared to tell and served as its president in
what they remembered. 1924 and 1925. A R
" The best testimony usually! For many years, he was vice
‘camz from Mr. Proctor. He president of the Brightwood
would save his for the last and|Citizens’ Association, chairman.
top them- all. So graphic were of the Fort Stevens Association*
his descriptions that it was dlf—iand vice chairman of the Me--
ficult to distinguish between morial Day exercises at Battle”
what he remembered sceing Ground National Cemetery.

and what he had been told or\ He was of Colonial ancestry
read about. His description of \and was admitted to member-
President Jefferson crossing the ship in the Sons of the Ameri-
flooded Tiber on his horse to get can Revolution. He was an ardent
to the Capitol in 1803, the horse supporter of national representa-
‘was almost swept away by the tion for the District and was a
volume of the stream, had an member of the Executive Com-'
eye-witness quality that caused mittee for National Representa-
other old timers to ask: tion.

“Were you there, John?" Fraternal Activities.

Married 65 Years. ' Mr. Proctor was an active

On October 6, 1947, M}: andéme'mber ofpo}umbja Typograph-
Mrs. Proctor obszrved their GOthgmal Union, No. 101; of Lafayette
‘wedding anniversary. They Were . 1,0dge, No. 19, Free and Accepted
‘at home in his comfortable brick ypasons: a past noble grand of
house on Jonquil street to mMore covenent Lodge, No. 13, Inde-

|than 100 friends. 'pendent Order of Odd Fellows; a

On January 24, 1953, she fell jpemper of the Order of Eastern
in her home and suffered a‘SLar. and a member of the

’
3

s !

i

|broken hip. She was taken to =, . -
the Emergency Hospital. On the-ngﬁs:lx?:ﬁgeglrf'm d St. Paul's

next day, Mr. Proctor, then 84, Church. Rock Creek pariéh

fell in the house and also suf- T . ;

fered a brokan hip. He was Mr. Proctor was married to

taken to the same hospital. She'Anhie Maude Crown, daughter,
died there on February 3 from a ©f Charles E. and Francis Marion .

heart condition to which the fall| {Haislett) Crown, on October §,:
was a contributing factor.. His 1887, at the home of the bride’s.
condition was such that he was Parents, at the southwest cor-.
not informed immsdiately of his ner of what was Messmore ave-

b wife’ . eep NUe "and Huron street (now:
d xgﬁl'sieddegghyeag?ey e rntFuner street), Meridian Hill,
'l He returned to the Jonquil The Rev. Samuel Hansel Giesy,
- street hous2 but he apparentlyﬁ"ec_mr of .the_ Church of the
“had suffered a stroke and was EPiphany, officiated. Best man-
confined to his bed. éwats dFr;zdex'lck tC Phiﬁntt. L;vhm
D ‘acted also as witness. Miss Mage.
| Father a New_spaperman. fgie C. Balderson, another wite
I} Mr. Proctor was born on ness, was the bride's cousin. The
1 the north side of New York newly married couple first made
S, avenue, between Sixth -andtheir home at 1648 Huron street.
», Seventh streets N.W,, on Novem- N.W., where their children,
./ ber 15, 1867. His father, a news- Francis Edward and Maud S.
/paperman, was working on a Proctor, were born. .
’ )story about a meteoric shower at; They celebrated their golden-
| the time. i - iwedding anniversary on October-.
|- He.was educated in public and'5, 1937, at their Jonquil street
private schools here and at the home, and 10 years later marked

National University Law School, théir sixtieth anniversary.

|gree in 1893 and his master's her husband in his work, had
degree the. following year. Iniamerican Revolution ancestry’
1939, the university awarded that admitted her to the Daugh-
him an honorary degree of doc- teys of the American Revolution.
tor of laws. ‘Her great-grandfather, William
| But Mr. Proctor never prac- cadle, on her mother's side, died
ticed law. Instead. he became'jn December, 1814, from wounds °

(A printer, going to work for the jecejved in September defending
-‘Smithsonian Institution. There port McHenry. '

i » i i * iS- b
. he developed his interest in his Mr. Proctor is survived by a

{
son, Francis E. Proctor of Newe:-

tory-—an interest that kept him

| 3 ~ 1 "’

‘busy, often at his desk until “‘ton Village, Md.. and a daughter,
iMrs Louis E. Callis. |

a.m., after his retirement.

Historic Sites Committee. | services will be held at 2 pm.

He served on the Historic Monday in St. Paul's Episcopal
Sites Committee of the National Church in Rock Creek Cemetery,
Capital from its formation in Burial will be in Rock Creek
1902. In this connection, he pre-!Cemetery. The hour of the
pared many booklets about his-/funeral will be announced later.
{toric sites. ‘ |
Because of his work with the
committee, the Commissioners,
in the late 20s, named him chair-
man of the Permanent Commit-,
tee on Marking Points of His-|
toric Interest. '
| He has held office as chron-
icler of the Columbia Historical|
Society, president, chronicler;
and poet laureate of the Asso-!
ciation of Oldest Inhabitants,’
and chairman of the committee
'on memorials, relics and archives
of the Masonic Veterans' Asso-
clation. | |
. 'He served on many i{naugural
.committees. He was chairman
of the historic Sites Committee
for the inauguration of President;

-

Coolidge and vice chairman of K@ ""}'A‘;"{,‘o[g'uo!:‘n'n”

that committee for the ﬁ;st in-
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