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History of Ashland County, Ohio
By George William Hill, 1880.
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TOHN CHAPMAN.

[The oddest charseter in ail our history was John
Chapman, elias Applesced, who was discovered in Knox
coutnity as early as 18or. A. B. Noxrox.]

John Chapman, sometimes called “ Johnny Apple-
secd,” because of a penchant for planting apple seeds,
and the cultivation of nurserices, was born in Massachu-
setis, as-is believed, 1 the year 17570, Nothing is known
of his ancestry, except that they were genuine Yankees,
poor, enterprising, and restless.  His name was not
“onathan,” a3 it is genarally printed 1n ploneer sketches,
but plain fohn Chapman; hence, he 1s generally called,
among the early settlers of this region, * Johinny Apple-
secd.”® It is remarkable he never commaunicated his

* This fuct is zathered frora a fetter addressed to the Fort Wayne
Sentined, by THon, _] W, Dawson, muthor ot a history of Allen county,
Indiana, dited Qctober 11, 1871, He found ' John Chapman™ to be
his true name, in loking aver the papers of bis estate, wLich was set-
tad in the proliate court of Allen county,  For instance, two nnotes
were filed against his estate, ene dated at Franklin, suppered to be on
the Cirent Minmi tiver, in Ohio, Uebruary, 1804, pavaide to Nathariel
Chapitan, ene year after Jdate, forone huandred dollors ="he anpie 1iee,
ot and:" the other, one huadred dollars, payahie ta sdme manor ol
dron named Ruadde, of the eommonwendth of Massadineetis, when
they Bocame of aac, both of which were signed by Jolin Chapimarn, A
'I.:-:'.I.'l‘.t:r evivlence of his naume was fouad in the puschases of Lind, whizh
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whizit he erected a brush
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real history to his most intimate friends, and was equally
reticent concerning his youth and school days. We have
only a glimmer of lLis early instruction, and even there, but

a single ray of light bursts through the clouds that hover

over and about his boyhond. All agree that ke was a
good reader—cloquent at times—and that in conversa-
tton, when discoursing upon fine fruit, and the spiritual
theories of his beloved Swedenborg, his dark eyes would
flash with peculiar intelhigence, while he discussed his
favorite topics. It was clear to all that his education
had not been neglected, for he possessed a fair fund of
information upon many subjects not connected with his

fruit entcrprises.

“T'he time when, and the reason why, he bade adieu to
the sterife hills of New England, were never communi-
cated to ony one, so far as we have been able to learn.
Whether the acceptiunce of the life of a recluse sprang
from disappointment in a love affair, or was voluntary
and a matter of choice, will never be known. " As ezrly
as 1700--7, he was seen in the autumns, for two or three
successive years, along the banks of the Potomae, in
eastern Virginla, visiting the cider mills where the farmers
were pressing cider, picking the seeds from the pumice,
When he had collected a sufficient quantity of secds for
his purpose, they were carefully packed in linen or leather
sacks, and carried on his shoulders or by an cid horse
procured for that purpose, across the mountains, to the
tetritories west of the Ohio river. He generally had
with him an axe, o hatchet, and a Virginia hee, with

which he cleared and dug in loamy or rich soil, along

stream, a few reds of ground, arcund
fence, and then plantcd his
His first nurseries were planted, as near as
we can learn, along the Tuscarawas, the Muskingum,
the Licking, and Walhonding and its branches, Vernon
river, the lake fork, and the Jerome and Bluack forks.
He probably passed up.the Licking two or three years
before he ascended the Walhonding, which took place
about the year 1800, When the Butlers ascended Ver-

non river to the present site- of Mt. Vernen in 18or,

the banks of a

apple seeds.

. they found the cceentric ]-::Hn Chapman at the cabin of

the wild, rollicking pioneer, Andrew Craig.  He planted
a number of nurserics 11:m*r the banks of fae Walhon-
ding, and several along the Vernon river as high up as
Mt Vernon, T'hese nurseries were placed ol eligible,
paints m the reglon of goud farm land; and when the
_pioneers began to pour in, younug fnut trees 1n abundance
“awaited their arrival, |

It is not well ascertained when Johnny Chapman com-
menced |;hntin*f seeds Wi’.hill the present limits of Ash-
land county, but from the fact that most of the territory

o i e B rirle -

Ties enade in Allen connty, as weil as in Adams and Jay counties, [ndi-
ana.  The munine nts of tithey, witich he held, wers o the name of John
Coapia. e had oosister 0 Adams or Jay eounty, mareied to a man
by the name of Proom, who was prolidny living at his deaths This
estote of Jobnny was in htiganon aboad ten years, 50 he did not die
W POUT s moal people suspected,

This sister of Jnlmuy, alhiclod o by Ym0V, Daeson, wis Doersgs,
her hgsband s mame was SWolloun Deovmn, They at ene time resided
o e Farm now owid by Witliam Cowan, in Green tosnship, a nnile
wosth ol Perrysville, on the miil o Ashland,
Ot o two fseries {owaed by Jolinny),

Broom hosd the eare of
Hi Lareen Lownship,
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apiece.

and if he could not get such articles he wounld %
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along the Black fork pelonged to Knox unti] 1813, we
mcline to the opinion he may have passed up the

Muck fork as Earh as 1bc8--9, for he had a very fine nur-
scry one and a half miles west of Mifflin as carly as
1S11-¥2, and had, in 1809, obtained a small piece of
ground for a nursery from Alexander Finley, near the
present site of Tylertown, in Mohican township. Here
he was ready with his choice apple-trees as soon as the
wocdman’s axe began to echo through the forest. Be-
siaes the nurseries at Finley's and west of Mifilin, he
acted one on the farm subscquently owned Ly the iate
john Oliver, in Green township, and a fine onc on the
bottom, near the present site of Leidigh’s miil in Orange
township, and sundry smaller ones in the east and wes
parts of the county, along the small streams, where t‘m;:
early settiers procured trees for a trifle,.  Ever restless,
Johnny kept moving from point to point.  His nurseries
were not neglected, for e frequently returned and ]]l’LlI'lE’h
them so as to make the trees symmetrical.  His nurseries
were scattered along the stremns for hundreds of iniles
and he consumed many months during the vear tr:u'r_i-
ing from place to place. Sometimes he would be gone
several months, and then suddenly appear among the
pioneers, all tattered and braised by the briars and brams-
bles, ready to give them fresh news right from Heavon,
His usual charge for young trees was a “fip-penny-bit”
As money was ﬁ‘*‘TTE‘mEI}‘ scarce, Johnny was
very accommodating; and 1f the pioneer could not pay
the money hie would sell in exchange for old clothing,
xindly
close the contract, in a business way, by taking a note
payable al some future period, and if he ever got hus pay
he was very much gratified, and if he ncver got 1t he
scemed equally content and happy.

In the year 1811 he extended bis operations into Rich-
land county, planting several nurseries there, and [roba-
bly one or two within the present limits of Crawford
county, During the war of 1812-15, he often visited
Mansfeld, Mt Vernon, Clinton, and the settlemunts
along the forks of the Mehican and the Walhonding.
When these sparsely settled reglons were threatened Jy
Indian invasion, he hastened from cabin te cabin natity-
ing the ptonzers of approaching danger, and conjured
them to fise for their lives to the block-houses and places
of safety, Tle was well known among the Tndian trilbes:
and from his harnsless demeanor, was regarded as a
“oreat medicine man;” and never mcurred the bate and
suspicion of the warriors,  'Thus, he was enabled to olide
through the forests from setilement fo seltlement on er-
rands of mercy, In entire safety,  Irom Richland county,
after the close of the war, he passed through Crawford o
Upper Sandusky, and as early as 18235 into the present
limits of Defiance county, and along the Maumee. 1In
18206 he visited John T James, 2 leading lawyer at Urbana,
concerning a nursery that hie had planted sometime 1rior
to that year, in Champaign county, and which had passed
it the hands of athird parly, owing to-the neglect of the
roan from whom he had permission to plant it, to reserve
the tnterest of Chapman, He doubtless had planted
nurseries in Delaware county priorto 1826, IF'rom 151¢5
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pritaitive camp-firves.
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to 1843, when he made his last visit, he ofter .returnad
to. Ashland county, at’ which times he usually passed
down the Black fork, among the Copuses, the Irwins,
the ﬁﬂu'r’ters, the I‘anﬂehtﬂs, the Riees, the Olivers;, and
the Priests. TFromi thénee, he pdssed over to Finley’s;
then up the '_Ie::m‘n-‘tf'frfﬁrk, among the settlers along that

streat, until he reached Jacob Young, Patrick Murray,

and the Fasts and Masons, at his nursery, near Leidigh’s

mill—rarely stopping in the villages—though oceasional-

ly he ealled n Mifftin, at the Thomas hotel—in Ashland,
at Slocum’s; and in Mansfield, at Wiler's, When he did

so, lie always slept on the floar of the barroem,

The precise pericd when he ascended the Mawnmee

and -entered the territory of Indiana is left in doubt. It

is probable he had reached Fort Wayne asearly as 1826;
for in 1836 he was seen on the Maumee seated in a sec-

tion of a - hollow ‘tree, which he improvised for a boat,
laden witlh apple-seeds, and which he landed at Wayne’s
fort. 'Thtis, as the pioncers infringed upon the location

of his nurseries, he passed on, and continued to plant
seeds in advance of the seitlements, until death, that

waits-for no one, cdiled the old man from his toil.

When interrogated on the subject of grafting, he would
dilate on the evils of such a custom with as much earn-
estness as most surgeons would the operation of separat-
ing an arm or a Hmb from a human bemng, insisting that

. the true way to obtain good fruit was to let it grow upon

~ungrafted trees, because the native growth pmduuf:d the
finest fruit. How often he visited the cider mills in the
east 1s not known; but the practice must have been Lept
up to 4 late périod in his life, for he visited the pivneers

of Green township as late as 1843, looking very much as
he did a quarter of a century bhefere.

“The old man
generally traveled -alone, and rarely had lodgers at his

parties, desiring to purchase trees, tarrying all night at
his solitary hat.

It is o tatéer of surprise to many-how he survived so
long, while roaming thraugh the forests, without defons-
we weapons; illy clothed and Ralf famished for healthful
food during the inclement seasons of the year.

if possible, -even distarbing thelr lairs or haunts. 8o, he
nevey pmﬁurﬂfi susteriatice in that way. His food was
generally meagre, and consisted of berries, nuts, vege-
tables, and "o little &érn-bread or mush made from meal
given him in exchange for trees, or as a matter of char-
ity. He carried with him a few cooking vtensils—a tin
van, which served the double purpose of a hat and a
mush-pot, wlien he had no other head-gear, e would
rarely eat at a table with familles—and never until he
felt sure there would be enough left to satisfy the hunger
of the chiklren, always manifesting a great affection for
yeung people, especially little girls, for whom be abways
had some little keep-sake, consisting of a pirce of ribbon
or calico. This peculiarity throws a faint explanation
over his motomaniz for the life of a hermit. The
shadow of some bright little lady of New England still
clung to the heart of this strange man.

When' he reannined any length of time about a nursery

4 -

We hear an occasional instance of |

He
always refrained from taking the life of animals—never,

|
|
|
E

|
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he erecled a pele hut, over which he placed a bark roof
after the inanner of the Indians. He then gatbhered

leaves and made a very comfortable bed upon which he

slept, while the wolves and other wild animals gave hint
a sort of rude welcome to their precincts by assembling
in the vicinity of his slumbers and giving him nightly
serenades. He often slept on the ground in the midst
of the forest near a small fire, erected to cook his scanty
meal and protect him from freezing, if the weather was
cold. At other times he reposed upon the leaves beside

- a log, with his pan and other traps by his side, and seemed

to be the object of special interest and regard of bath wild
animals and savages, for he always escaped injury from
hoth, In his teniderness for every sentient creature he
was a greater humanitarian--or if you please, “animai-
tarian,” than even tihe famous Dergh, of New York city;
for it is related that more than once he suffered the chill
night air and winds of autumn rather than singe the
wings of the mosqguito by his camp-fire. In this re-
spect the affection he possessed for the brute creation

scemrs to have been fully reciprocated, for the ficrcest

animals and Johnny Chapman seemed to have had u
troce. He avoided them and they aveided him.

His dress was a marvel of scraps and tatters. It con-
sisted, invariably, of cast off, badly worn garments, given

hitm by the pioneers in exchange for young apple-trees.

He always seemed thankful for such small favors, and by
the aid of such articles—ill-fitting, patched and shabby—
he protected himsell against the wintry blasts, Upon
his head be generally wore a crownless hat, much dinged
and limbered with rough usage, which he often ran his
hand through and carricd on his arm.  Sometimes he
turned his tin pan over his crownless hat, in the top of
which rested a testament and a wellworn volume of
Swedenborg, which he declared was an infallible protec-
tion against snakes, wild animals, Indians, and all other
evils. At other times he wore a pasteboard hat, with an
enormcus 1im, which be conceived protected his face
from the scorching rays of the sun.

His feet were generally covered, in the winter season,
with old shoes, or one shoe and a boot: sometimes one
foot was bare, 111‘1{1E1*’"'}H'IE;‘, In most rigorous weather, a
sort of penance [or some imaginary violationr of Johuny's
religious whims, At other tunes, he wrapped his feet n
old rags or bark, and tied ~n a sort ot wooden sandal,
which protected the bottoms of his fect against thorns
and rough stones. Sometimes he was scen slowly advane-
ing through the snow, with one foot entirely naked,
Lreaking the crust with the other, on which he wore an
old boot or brogan, whiclh he had picked up at some
cabin. Being asked why he favored one foot more than
the other, he repled that the one with the boot on had
once been bitten by a rattlesnake, and had suffered more
than the other, and descrved to be favored.

While clothed in such bhabiltments he presented a
most Tudicrots appearance, and it was hard to repress @
stnile on meeting him; yet such was the regard of the
pinneers for this strange old man, that even the children
of the cabins greeted hint respectfvlly when he entered
and craved the |}r|.tlﬂ-_;c of lyinge upon the fluor a short
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window, when he

- ever he could get a

upon othai topics.
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time to give them fresh news, right from Heaven. “Al-
most the first thing he would do when he entered a
hﬂuse, was to lic down on the floor, with his knapsack
for a pillow, and his kead toward the light of a door or
vould carefully take out his old worn
books, the exponents of the beautful relizion that
jobnny so zealously lived out. We can hear him read
just now, as he did that summer day, when we were

‘busy quilting up-stairs, and he lay near the door, his

voice rising and thrilling, strong and loud, as the roar of
the waves and winds, then soft and sm:»thlng as the
balmy airs that stirred and quivered the morning glory
leaves about his gray head.” #

His chantable impulses were such, that when he met

. & poor emigrant going west, shoeless and penniless, he
would part with his last shoe and peuny to hzlp the

stranger and his family on their way. Rude and uncounth
as to appearance, he was not without sensibility and
modesty; and often excused himself .rom entering the
cabins of the settiers, “because his clothing was not fit.”

In conversation, he was attentive, polite and chaste in
all kinds of comipany. He was a small man, rather beny
and sinewy, about five feet nine inches high, with dark

~eyes, thin beard, and dark hair, which he generally wore

fong. Sometimes he could be induced to clip his beard,
which rather improved his appearance, for his face was
more round than bony, and was rather pleasant in ex-

‘pression, when: he cngaged n conversation,

His religious sentiments were as remarkahle as his
other traits. Fle was a devout and ardent disciple of
the great Sweedish seer, Emanuel Swedenborg: and
always carried portions of hkis works, Whenever an
Gppurtvnitj; 'F}l'ﬁ‘i{:}'itt'fd, he ent
the pecullar docirines of Swedenhorg, upon which he
expatiated with ' gient warmtch zind eloguence,  Some-
times he carried a volume of Swedenborg beneath his
waistband, from which ko distributed fragiaents when-
reader, untit a volume had disap-
peared. is tdeas npon marringe were as eccentric s
He excused himself from entering
that state on the ground that he had a vision, in which
two angelic ladies visited him to encourage Lis single
bicssedness, by the assurance that if he
world, h2 would sccure two wives n the world to come!
While relating this circunistance, a wag took the liberty
of interrogating Johnny as v the accupation of people
in the other world.  Johnany scemed to think people
would recognize the marilage state there, and pursue
much the same occapations they did here.
salrl:

“So you think men will follow the same occupations
in Heaven?”

Tohnny—*“1 really do.”

Wag—*“T)o people dic in Heaven?”

Johnny-—“T think not.”

Wag-—*“Then 1y occupation s gone; for T am a
grave-digger!”

e Lo B
]n.hnnj,' seamoed somewhat I]Hiiﬂ."ﬂd by this arcument,
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red upon the discussion of

T'he wag
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. Ht t‘ulit ctions of Johnny Apples. ul In. ium Ha Rice, Lnntntnm wl 1oy
Knapp's 1istory, page 32.

held out in this

but still conscled himself on the idez of having two
wives in the spiritual land of Swedenborg. His theo-
logical tenets taught him it was wrong to deprive any
creature of life; and he carried this doctrine so far as to
refuse even to kill a rattiesnake, after it had bittan him,
His kindness to horses was such, that when h= found an
old or worn down antmal turned out to die, bv pioneers;
he would always conduct it where it could get food, or
hire same one to feed it. Trom somc intimaticns
dropped by him at Mansfield, and other points, it is be-
lieved that he was regularly ordained vy the disciples of
Swedenborg, and sent west as a missionary.  Some ex-
pressions of his when Rev. Adam Paine, a sort of Lo-
renzo Dow, was once preaching on the puolic square 1n
Mansfield, confirm this Jjmpresston.  In winding up an
eccentrice diseourse on the sin of pride, Paine called out:
“Where now is your barefooted pilgrim on his way to
Heaven?” ]ohn:*;, holding up his bare pedals, exclaimed:
¢Here he 1.7 A relu.tltm.n of all the anzedotes cov-
cerning this strange wanderer would fili a volume.,  He
was just as happy in the solitudes of the forest, commun-
ing with the author ef all, as he lay gazing at the
where he could almost
his nurserics or anmong the pioneers.

How, and where did he dic? He died at the house
of Willlam Worth, in St. Joseph township, Allen county,
Indiana, March 11, 1835. Some days prior to his de-

a[:.i.i. =ty

see the Angels, as m the midst of

cease, Information was conveyed to Johnny, who was

somre fifteen miles distant from My, Worth’s, near where
he hiad a nursery, that some catile had broken into it;
and he immediately started.  When he arrived he was
very much fatigued, lizving exhausted his strength in the
journey, which being perforined without intermission,
and on foot, was oo grcat a task for the poor old mar.
He laid down that night never to rise again; for he was
attacked with whieh batiled medical skill,
nd i a few days he passed into the spirit land.  Mr
letter, a neighbor l::-f Mr. Worth, who laid cut the
hody of Johnny, states, he had on when he died, next
to his body, a coarse coffee-sack, with a hole cut in the
cenire, through which he passed his head. e had on
the waists of four pairs of pants. These were cut off at
the forks, ripped vp at the sides, and the front thiown
away, saving the waist-band aitached to the hinder part.
These hinder parts were buttoned around him, lapying
like shingles, so as to cover the whole lower part of his
bady; and over ali these were drawn a pair of what was
once pantaloons.  In this garb he died as he had lived*.
He was buried in David Archer's graveyard, two and
one half miles north of I't. Wayne, near the foot of a
natural mound, and a stone set up to mark the piace
where he sleeps. He remained a firm believer in the
doctrines of Swedenborg. His caim and resiened man-
ner atracted the attention of his physician, who en-
quired wbout his relizious tencts, assecting that he never
san a patient so resizned?.  Johnny Chavman was a

— B SN SRS W . o - _—— - v —— P

preumonia,

“ITan. J. WL Dawsan's Jedted to the Fort Wavne Seweeaed, 1871
Thetter of Ricluvd Woeth wo the SA0c8d orwd B er, of Maws bl
deserihing the last howes of  jolinoy Applesead, Withiam Worth, at

whose nowse he did, hos Do deiol severa? vears,
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sood inan,  He possessed many virtues, He was hon-
est—upright, and harmlcss. He seems to have been
specially fitted by Providence to prepare the wilderness
for the reception of emigration and civilization.

The lovers of choice fruit in Ohio and Indiana owe
him o nonument to be erected over bis remaing, as a
b token of their high recard for the cheerful sacrifices he
' made, to contribute to the comfort and happiness of
those -EEtfikin-g homes 1n the western wilds. |

APPLESEED JOHN.
Old Johnay was beat well-niyh douhle
Witls years of 1ol and care and tronbile,
1 - }":'.ut--.hia large old heart olt f‘uit the need
CH dolay for others sowe Kindly dued.

“But what can T do?” old Johnny said;

“F who work so hinnd for daily Dread?

It takes heaps of meney to do so mueh i,
I am far too, poor te do as [ would.”

‘| | The old man sat thinKing deeply a wlile,

Then over bis fegttures glenimed o osmile;

Thile lie elipped Bls hands with o chitdish erlee,
While hie eloppsd Bls hands with hitdisly vl
And said o himseif :  ** There's o way for me t”

S0 he went to work with inight and 1nain,

. Iat told to none the plan in his bin.

He weok stale apples in payment tor chores,
And carefu!ly cut from them all the cores.

When he htled his bag, he wandered away .
And oo inan saw him for many a day.

. With the well-stuffed bag o'er liis shoulder flung,
He marched along and whistled or sung,

_— e — e -

[ ]
r—

‘He-scemed to roain with no oslject in view,
Likc one who has uoihing on sarth to du;

" But, rambling thus o'er prairies wide,
He paused sometimes and his bag antied.

His sharp-pointed cane deep holes would bore,
-And in every hole he placed a core;
He covered them well, and Left them there,

In keeping with sunshine, rain, and air.

Sometiines fur days he waded through griss,
Al sy never asliving creature poss;
“Though E:I_'L;'.wlmll sinking tu sleep in the Jark,
He heard owls hool and praide dogs bark,

And birds swarmed round hin to pick wp his ennubs,
They kaow e carvisd no aecow or gun,
And never did inischief w any one:

Jut sometimes butierfics perched on Lis ehumie

F'orhe was woder to sl dumb things

Thit crept on the eurth or seared on wings;
He stepped asule lest a worra should die,

= | And never hod heart to hurt a fly,

Sanegtines an Indinng, of sterdy limbh,

-‘ Came striding aloag and walked with him,
Whichever had fuod, shared with the ather,
Asif he had mat 2 hungry Lrotker,

When the Indian siw Low the bag was Difed,
And noticed the holes that the wiite min drilled
Iie thoughe to himself "twas o silly plan

Ta be planting weed for some future man,

3

sometimes a log-cahin came in view,

Where Jﬁh]'l was sure to find jobs to do,

By which he gained stores of broas amd jneud,
And welecame rest for Lis weary feet,

He hidled pottoes and hoed the coun,
And mendud shoes that were somewiaa worn ;
' He tanght the habies 1o use their lews,
aAnd helped the boys to huat for cgys,
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He was so bearty at work or play

Thit cvery ene wdmel A lengser «iuy,

But he replicd: ' T have sometineg (o da,
And [ mast po on to carry 6 through,™

The boys, who were sure to {oflow Lam rovnd,
Sooa found whot it wits De put in the groued,
5¢, as tinme possed, and he trevcled on,

All the folks ealied him ** Apple-seed John™

When he used up the whole of his store,
He went to vities and worked for more;
Then ott he marched to the wilds again,
And planted sceds o pruirie and glen,

. Incities some said the man was ciozy,

Others sidd, Ne; Lie was only Lazy.
Dut e took no notiee of jilwes and jucrs,
He knew he was working JTor futiirs yeurs,

e koew thit tiees would soon aboinmd
Where once a tree could pever Les found;
That a Rickeriay play of light and shude
Wouid make dancing shadows on the glade. |

That blossoming boughs would foom fall bowers,
Amd sprinkle the earth with rosy showers;

And the litile sieeds his hands bad spread
Would form #ipe applzs when he was dead.

S0 he kept on traveding, far and wide,
"Till his old limbs failed him and he diedd.
He said, atlast: "Tis a comfort to [ecl

I've done good in the world, though not a great deal.”

Weary travelers, journeying West,

Iu'. the shade of Lis trees Aind ploeusant rest;
And ofter: they start with glad surprise

At the rosy fruit that around them lics.

And il they inguire whoenee came such trecs,
MWhere not a bough onee swayed in the breeze,
The reply still comes, as they travel un,
“"These trees were planted by Appleseed Jole.
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