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Grossing Signals

In gay bars theso days. the men's ocostumes, with their
coded sigoals, are so claborale that even habitués are be-
ginning 10 get confusod. Koys dangling from a belt over the
lefl hip generally signal a desire 1o bo soxvally dominanl: oo
the nght, n possive disposition. But tho designations may
chango from cily 1o cily and bar to bar. An expert on lefl-
right symbolism Inlerviewed for the goy 1nbloid the Advocare
last weck warmed of a further possible misunderstanding. If
they are on the right side he said, it may just meon thot the
WeATer IS I'?,gh[hnndcd_

Another contnbuler reminisced about the good old days
when “you could read a guy like a page, 1op 10 boliom.” Now-
ndoys, wrote Korl Maves, two sirangers in o bar may spend
moro than 20 minules staring at ench other just "lo fgure out
what tho hell the other one is supposed to mean.” The lellow
In cowboy boois and beads, with the blue soquins spelling
LOVE on his olive-drab army pants, “must be a sort of butch
hippic,” a cruiser might speculate. “Or at least non-nellio.
Without being anti-nellie of course."

Like most subcultures, the homosoxuval world has ils own
language. To cruisc is 1o go out looking for sox. A nellicisan of-
fomioate fellow, and a buich a virile one. Male gays who pro-
Ject or seok hypermasculinity go 1o leather bars, oflon 1o picl
up a partner for s. and m. (sadism and masochism) or b. and
d. (bondage and discipline)—icrms somelimes vsed among
helerosoxunls as well. Brown leather refers lo cither a novrs
comer 1o Lhe leather crowd ora bar where patrons are more in-
leresled in posturing than io socking risky sox. Trade refers

10 o very masculine hustler
(prostitute), and rough
trade refers 1o straight men
who sock homeosexual sex
(called rough because of the
risk of violence from the
straight partner once (he
SCX 1S over).

Many gay terms lor son-
val styles and 1asies are pul-
downs. Besides nellics, effeminate gay males are called twink-
les, slssles or queens: they do Lheir drinking in vanilla bars,
swish joints or Aull parlors. The all-purpose term queen is
used in many combinalions: a drag queen wenrs women's
clothes. and a chicken queen (or chicken hawlk) prefers sex
with undorage boys.

Among lesbians, a butch, dyke or bull dvle is n mannish
woman who socks a femme—a passive, dependent partner.
With the rige ol feminist consciousness, the butch-femme pair-
ing scems 1o bo fading, though the terms are still in use.
Bulch women aro sometimes called brothers: cffleminale male
homoscxuals call cach other sister. An auatic is a derogalory
term for an older male homosexual. Abigail is a nicknamo
for a siufly middle-nged gay. A front marnoge is o legal mar-
rage of convenience. Fog and faggot are acceplable lerms
among gays if nostraights are present.

Gaoy spoech can be fresh and funny but also dirty and self-
doprecating. Bruce Rodgers, who compiled more than 12.000
lerms for his book The Queens’ Vernacular. acknowdledgos
thal many gay aclivists repard gay slang as “another link io
the chain which holds Lhe homosexua)l enslaved.”
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