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HOMOSEXUALITY/COVER STORY

It was not just another Texas-style party. At a lavish ranch
outside Austin last spring, some 300 ranchers, bankers, oilmen
and politicians drank, ale barbecue, smoked pot and paired off
for lovemaking. The only unusual aspect of the weekend-long
party was that the guests were homosexuals. In an East Coast ver-
sion of the Texas party, the cruise ship Renaissance sailed out of
Fort Lauderdale, Fla., for the Caribbean last December car-
rying some 300 homosexuals, including doctors, lawyers, archi-
tects and businessmen.

To most Americans, these and similar recent events are un-
familiar, To those who learn about them, they are jolting ev-
idence of the spread of unabashed homosexuality once thought
to be confined to the worlds of theater, dance, fashion, etc. Sim-
ilarly jolting have been public announcements of their homo-
sexuality by a variety of people who could be anybody’s neigh-
bors—a Maryland teacher, a Texas minister, a Minnesota state
senator, an Ohio professor, an Air Force sergeant (see box p. 34).
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Gays on the March

Your husband may be a homosexual, Redbook tells its 4.5 mil-
lion women readers, but your marriage can survive if you make
an effort. In her “Dear Abby” column, Abigail Van Buren re-
assures the distraught parents of a lesbian: “Why do you assume
that her sexual preference will necessarily ‘ruin’ her life?” There
are gay™ studies classes in 50 colleges, gay dances in churches,
gay synagogues, gay Alcoholics Anonymous groups, a lesbian
credit union, even a gay Nazi Party and a Jewish lesbian group
formed to fight it. There are now more than 800 gay groups in
the U.S., most of them pressing for state or local reforms. The Ad-
vocate, a largely political biweekly tabloid for gays, has a na-
tionwide circulation of 60,000, and the National Gay Task Force
has a membership of 2,200.

A generation ago, Sex Researcher Alfred Kinsey reported
that in the U.S. between 1% and 2% of the women and 4% of
the men were exclusively homoscxual, with 13% of all men pre-
dominantly homosexual for at least three years of their lives. A
serveane | conservative estimate of those who are ex-
clusively homosexual today is 5 million.
The more political of the new homosexuals
like to consider themselves a minority
group like the blacks and claim that they
number 20 million, most of them, of course,
still “in the closet.”

Since homosexuals began to organize
for political action six years ago, they have
achieved a substantial number of victories.
Eleven state legislatures have followed Il-
linois in repealing their anti-sodomy laws.
The American Psychiatric Association has
stopped listing homosexuality as a psychi-
atric disorder, and A T & T, several other
big corporations and the Civil Service Com-
mission have announced their willingness
to hire openly avowed gays. In a special
1ssue on homosexuality, the teachers’ jour-
nal, College English, went so far as to sug-

°The term preferred by most homosexual activists.
Since the 15th century, the English word gay, which
came from OId French, has repeatedly taken on—and
lost—a connotation of immorality or racy living. Ex-
ample: a gay woman was a 19th century ecuphemism
for a prostitute. Underground usage of the word to
mean homosexual may go back to the 1900s (Ger-
trude Stein seemed to be using it in that sense in a
short story, Miss Furr and Miss Skeene). The term
did not come into common use until the 1950s.
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gest editorially that although it may be painful, homosexual
teachers should reveal their sexual preferences as a matter of “ac-
ademic responsibility.” If they do not do so, argued the editorial,
they will contribute to a “cycle of oppression for our gay stu-
dents, who, without gay role models or support, will very likely ex-
perience self-loathing, ignorance and fear.”

But even as homosexuals congratulate themselves on such
gains, many other Americans have become alarmed, especially
parents. Some are viscerally hostile. Others, more tolerant, want
to be fair and avoid injustice and yet cannot approve behavior
that they believe harmful to the very fabric of society. They are es-
pecially concerned by the new contention that homosexuality is
In every way as desirable as heterosexuality.

Coming Out: A Rite of Passage

Militant gays also pose dilemmas for other homosexuals be-
cause they urge them to “come out of the closet” in order to
strengthen the movement. “Other minorities have everything to
gain by demanding their rights,” says one anonymous oil com-
pany executive. “We have everything to
lose.” Sometimes the most ardent anti-gays
are actually closet homosexuals. They ear-
ly learn the tricks of controlling facial re-
actions, feigning interest in the opposite
seX, learning to laugh at “fag” jokes to keep
thelr cover.

Many closet homosexuals watched with
mixed emotions while young gays for the
first time fought back during a violent po-
lice raid on a Manhattan gay bar in 1969.
“I hoped they wouldn't get hurt, but I
thought, if this succeeds I'll have to make
choices. I didn’t want my own covers
pulled,” admitted Producer-Activist David
Rothenberg, 42. It was not till 1973, after
he had joined the board of the National
Gay Task Force, that Rothenberg pro-
claimed himself 2 homosexual on national
television.

Dr. Howard Brown, a professor of med-
icine at New York University and onetime
New York City health commissioner, was
urged by gay activists to reveal his homo-
sexuality three years ago. At one point be-
fore he did so, all Brown could think of was “What will my
secretary say?” To Brown, who died last winter at 50, the final
push to come out was the urge to help other homosexuals, “help
free the generation that comes after us from the dreadful agony
of secrecy, the constant need to hide.”

For many, the first tentative step in coming out is going to a
gay beach or a gay bar. Said a Princeton student who went to
his first gay‘dance last spring: “I was amazed. I went not know-
ing what to expect, Nobody watched me, nobody made fun of
me, nobody made me feel bad. It was all I needed.”

Some teen-agers now simply announce that they are homo-
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sexuals while they are still in high school and wonder why the

older generation 1s still in the closet. In Hollywood, a few ho-
mosexuals who are too young to drive are even dropped off at
gay dances by their parents.

But it is more commdn for students to tell their high school
or college friends without telling their parents. The first response
from parents is apt to be “What did I do wrong?” often followed
by hostility and bitterness. When Author Merle Miller revealed
his homosexuality in the New York Times Magazine five years
ago, he was-disinherited by his mother, though she later relented.

In Laura Z. Hobson’s new novel, Consenting Adult (Dou-
bleday; $7.95), the mother of a gay teen-ager first sends him to a
psychiatrist, who fails to “cure” him. Afier a cycle of deep shock,
self-reproach, bitter arguments and forced reconciliations, she
finally comes to accept her son’s homosexuality and even sends
him a congratulatory telegram when he comes out.
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Drawn together by their prob-
lems, the parents of gays have formed
organizations in a number of cit-
ies. Sarah Montgomery, 77, co-
leader of New York City’s Par-
ents of Gays, took the news
calmly when her son Charles
told her twelve years ago
that he was a homosexual,
but she soon learned that a
mother’s acceptance is not
enough. Three years ago,
Charles, 46, and his lover
John, 48, committed suicide
shortly after John’s employ-
er found out he was gay and
demoted him.

In spite of the risks they
run, older homosexuals of-

ten come out simply to avoid the finally intolerable strain of liv-
ing a lie. Explained Minnesota State Senator Allan Spear, 38,
after he gave a local newspaper a story about his homosexuality
last winter: “I felt I was going to be much more comfortable in a
situation where I wasn’t going to be hiding what I am, enduring
gossip behind my back.” His heavily liberal constituency took
the news calmly and is expected to re-elect him. For Elaine
Noble, 31, the first avowed lesbian to be elected to state office
(to the Massachusetts legislature in 1974), coming out was more
difficult. It cost her her job as an advertising executive, her fe-
male lover, who was afraid to be seen with her, “and at least for
a time, a certain portion of my sanity.” There were obscene
phone calls, dirty words written on her car, slashed tires. People
looked on her as “a freak, a tattooed lady.” “I wonder, if we
knew the cost,” she says, “would we still have done it.”

Noble finally answers yes, but many others are less certain.
“To publicize the fact that you are gay,” says a lesbian lawyer in
Chicago who has defended gays in civil rights cases, “is some-
thing that very few people can handle. All of these younger gays
are coming out of the closet, and I’'m ready to go back in.”

The Gay Culture: Fast and Loose

Many homosexuals lead quiet private lives. But for those look-
ing for action, the gay bar is a long-established meeting place.
As police harassment has-declined, the bars have proliferated.
There are now some 4,000 in the country. Once seedy, dark and
dangerous, many gay bars are now bright and booming. A few

33



THE SEXES

have developed into mammoth entertainment centers. Studio
One in Los Angeles has four bars, a restaurant, game rooms and
a nightclub that also attracts ordinary heterosexuals and stars
like Burt Reynolds, Raquel Welch and Liza Minnelli. “Gay peo-
ple like to be awed by their own numbers,” says Peter Winokur,
manager of Mother’s, a bar in Atlanta that is regularly filled to
its 1,100 capacity.

The gay bar is usually a sexual marketplace. Though most
bars are classless—a college professor may walk out arm 1n arm
with a welder—the trend in big cities is toward variety and seg-
regation. There are bars for writers, artists, blacks, collegians,
businessmen, middle-class women, “drag queens,” transsexuals,
male prostitutes and sadomasochists. At the Eagle, an s. and m.
bar on Manhattan's Lower West Side, the uptown “Blooming-
dale’s crowd” is derided by a tightly packed throng of men in
leather and Levi's. They come by subway or taxi rather than mo-
torcycle,. but they often wear motorcycle outfits, chains, hand-
cuffs at the hips. Various colored handkerchiefs indicate dif-
ferent exotic sexual specialties, all of which can be quite confusing
(see box page 43). "“The leather bars are dangerous,” said a New
York bank vice president who was once handcuffed and brand-
ed on the rump by a fellow patron of the Eagle. “But part of the
whole thing 1s the sense of danger, of not knowing what is in
store.”

Part of it, too, is the search for a masculine image by gay
men who have been treated as feminized creatures most of their
lives. The masculine emphasis has even affected transvestites,
many of whom, prancing in dresses, wear beards, mustaches, tat-
loos and sometimes Army boots for shock value.

The Sergeant v. The Air Force

Aside from the blurring of sex roles, perhaps the most ob-
vious aspect of the male gay culture is its promiscuity. Some
men have quick, anonymous and furlive sex in the men’s rooms
of public parks, subway stations or college buildings. Others seek
nightly for partners in established pickup areas. In Lincoln, Neb.,
they cruise near the Governor’'s mansion; in Arlington, Va., near

the Iwo Jima memorial. In the Fens and “the
Block,” in Boslon's Back Bay, homosexuals run

J YSSV;R?S&M the risk of getting badly beaten and even killed

'™ by roaming gangs who are out to get them. Most
HETEROSEXUALI /' of the sex is free; some is for sale.

N\ g Male prostitutes who are teen-age or young-

er are greatly in demand, particularly by older
married men. Robin Lloyd, a Los Angeles writer-producer, has
just written a book on the subject: For Love or Money, to be pub-
lished next spring by Vanguard Press. Lloyd estimates that more
than 100,000 American boys between the ages of 13 and 16, most-
ly runaways from working-class or welfare families, are actively
engaged 1n prostitution. Neither the Los Angeles nor the San
Francisco police find his figure too high. Recent police raids un-
covered teen-age brothels in Los Angeles and New Rochelle,
N.Y ., and a national guide to the trade, Where the Boys Are, has
sold 70,000 copies at $5 each.

Some homosexuals also go to “‘the baths”"—homosexual bath-
houses, now found in almost all large cities and many small
ones. Typically, for $5 1o $10, a man is entitled to twelve hours
and as much sex as he wants. There are usually small private cu-
bicles as well as a large “orgy room” used for group sex. A cus-
tomer can go with a partner, pick up a stranger in the orgy

ilized place filled with airmen, blue-col-
lar workers and middle-class profession-
al men. He lost his virginity that night

When T/Sgt. Leonard Matlovich
handed his coming-out letter to his su-
perior officer, a black captain at Lang-
ley Air Force Base, Va., the officer said:
“What the hell does this mean?”’ Re-
plied Matlovich: It means Brown v. the
Board of Education.”

Matlovich, now 32, was deliberately
provoking a discharge from the Air
Force in order to challenge the military’s
long-standing ban on homosexuals
(TIME, June 9). Indeed, his lawyers hope
the case will reach the Supreme Court

and produce a landmark decision on ho-
mosexual rights comparable to the
court’s historic school integration deci-
sion of 1954. It is a perfect test case.
The tall, red-haired sergeant has an im-
peccable twelve-year military record, no
known psychiatric problems, and a
Bronze Star and Purple Hearl won on
one of his three tours in Viet Nam. A
five-man Air Force review board begins
hearings Sept. 16 at Langley.

Matlovich is the son of an Air Force
sergeant, and was raised at airbases in
the U.S. and England. Though he says
he knew he was homosexual at the age
of twelve, he did not act upon that
knowledge till he was 30, when he final-
ly got up the nerve 1o go to a gay bar
in Pensacola, Fla. Though Matlovich
feared he would be raped by frenzied ho-
mosexuals, the bar turned out to be a civ-

MATLOVICH RECOVERING FROM WOUNDS AT DANANG
(BELOW) & DANCING AT A GAY BAR (LEFT)

toa government civil servant. Says Mat-
lovich: “I had never held another per-
son In my arms, never kissed another
person since I was a child except for
family.”

Though only dimly aware of the gay
liberation movement, he ran across the
name of Gay Activist Frank Kameny
In a military magazine’s article on ho-
mosexuals. He flew to Washington, met
with Kameny and Addlestone, and en-
thusiastically offered to challenge the
military ban on homosexuals. The two
men urged him to slow down and think
about 1t. Matlovich did—for nine
months—before writing his letter last
March.

Since then, Matlovich has become
one of the best-known gays in the coun-
try. (His parents prefer to think he is
more Interested in homosexuality as a
cause than as a way of life.)
Addressing a Gay Pride
Week rally in New York in
June, he broke down and
cried. Says he: “I found my-
self, little nobody me, stand-
ing up in front of tens of
thousands of gay people.
And just two years ago I
thought I was the only gay
in the world. It was a mix-
ture of joy and sadness. It
was just great pride to be
an American, to know I'm
oppressed but able to stand
up there and say so. They
were very beautiful people
out there.”
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:oom. OF simply gO 10 a cu-
icle. leave the door ajar, and
oo who slcps in.

The baths also lunction
clubs that offier reliel from
he straight world and as
omes away from home for
avelers. The Club Baths
hain has branchoes in 32 cit-
es. Some baths have live
atertainment: Lthe Man's
untry bathhousec in Chica-
o recently featured Sally
and, and Betle Midler be-
n her careor and won her
pay following by singing at
'the Continental Baths in
Maonhattan. The Continental

s currently shunned by the

In set of trendmakers, who patronize Everhart’s. Most baths
-have TV rooms and serve food. Says goy Wriler Arthur Bell:
“It’s like going inlo a womb—you can live there for days if you
wanl 1o, completely oblivious 1o the outside world.™

Private Lives: Looking for Connectlions

Gays ofion argue that they are ne more promiscuous than hel-
erosexuals would be if oppertunides were similar. “1U's much cos-
icr denling with men than with women,” said onc Los Angeles
homosexual, “You don't have to play any gamces or sinke any
poscs. You just sidle up and pop the question.” In addition. many
ol the restraints felt by helerosexuals do not apply 1o homosck-
pals. Says New York City College History Professor Martin Du-
berman. himsell a homosexual: “Gay men are freer in lerms of
time and responsibilities o act on the sexuval noeds that all hu-
man beings share.” In Gay Spirit (Grove Press: $6.95), a sex man-
ual for homoscxuals, David Loomis reminds his readers that
they do not have lo conlend with “pregnancy. diaphragms, dai-
ly hat compliments, paying for every damn thing, marriage con-
iracts and divoree seitlements, alimony, babies that screech in
the night and adultery.”

Such brittle views of the gay life, though currently 1n vogue,
are usually unconvincing. In goy bars, emphasis on physical at-
lracliveness is so strong that many men focl debased. Sociologist
David Riesman says it is the “cosmelic sell.” not the real self,
that is on the line. In his new book. The Age of Sensation (Nor-
lon: $9.95), Psychoanalyst Herbert Hendin lells off @ homosex-
val Columbin College student he calls Hal. Hal hoped for a
“long relationship with a man” but also feared that any such re-
lationship would prove destructive and painful, 50 he relreated
"10 a life of casual conlacls that were so monningless that they
could not decply hurt him."

According to Hendin, homosoxuals today live in double jeop-
ardy. Because of its now political slnoce, “the homesexual world
is excrting taboos of its own. Young men arc now not only raced
with the traditional forces that encournge homoscxuals to hato
themselves, but alsdo must contend with a slrong counlerprossure
1o deny even lo themselves whatever conflict. pain. or anguish
they fecl.” Says homoscxual Poet Allen Ginsberg: "I think a lot
of homosexual conflict comes from internalizing socicly’s dis-
trust of your loves, finally doubling your own loves, and thore-
fore not being able lo act on them.”

Yet many homosexuals do live together quictly in slable re-
lationships. Some demand church ceremonios. Three hundred
“marringes” have been performéd by Los Angeles Gay Minister
Troy Perry, founder of the gay-oriented Metropolitan Commu-
nily Church. Perry claims n low “divoree™ rate of 15% among
his couples.

For a while, marringe-minded homosexuals were trekking
o Boulder, Colo., nflor Assistant District Allornoy William Wise
ruled that mothing in the slate law prohibits gay marnages.
“Who's it going to hurt?” he asked. Many helerosoxuals saw Lhe
ruling os o mockery ol marriage. and normally liberal Boulder
was in an uproar over six legally sanctioned gay weddings. (One
enragod cowboy tried marrying his horse in prolest.)

Publicly. ot least, lesbinnism is far loss flamboyant than male
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TRANSVESTITE ONLOS ANOELES STRELT

THREE WHO CAME OUTI LEGISLATORS ELAINE NOBLE & ALLAN SPEAR; DR. HOWARD DROWN

homosexuality, with less promiscvity and more slable relation-
ships. Bul like malc homosexuals, lesbians must ofien be se-
cretive or lose their jobs. Complains a member of the Auanta
Lesblan Feminist Allinnee: “You can't talk about your "husband’
os ordinary women do. Try going for a whole day without men-
lioning the family.” Adds a New York Cily lesbian: "I gel upsct
whon I go into & man's office and sec a picture of his wife. 1'd
likke 10 be able 1o put a picture of my lover on my desk.”

Politically, young lesbians are facing an identty cnisis. Thoy
fecl tom between the gay liberation movemenl, which they find
male-dominated and scxist. and the feminist movement, which
often scems embarrassed by Lhem. The embarrassment wos

heightened when some of the more radical fem-
: »  inists insisted that lesbianism is the only logical
‘ answer [0 women's oppression and accused hoet-

: 598 crosexual feminists ol collusion with the enemy.
7 As Village Voice Columnist Jill Johnsion put it
in & rarc lerse slatement. “Feminism at hoart

e is o massive complaint. Lesbianism is the
solutlon.”

Some womon realize that they are lesbians aflor they are mar-
ried and have children. I their marriages brenk up. many give
up their children lor fonr of exposure. Avowed lesbians hght up-
hill—and usually losing—battles 10 win custody.

The Law: Inching Toward Equality?

Homosexuals in the US. face an army of penaltios more se-
vere than in any Weslern nation oulside the Communist bloc.
Sodomy between consenting ndulis is still legal in 38 slates and
may resull in senlences ol
up 10 21 years and conceiv-
ably life; prosecudon. how-
ever, is very rare. In Goeor-
gin, tho Sodomy law was
recently rewritien o apply
1o sex bolwoon losbians.
Unless cities have ordi-
nances specifically forbid-
ding it. gays can genecrally
be barred or evictod from
privaicly owned housing.
without legrl recoursc,
“Until recently, no ovowed
homosexval dared apply o
meodical or law schools.”
says Lawyer Manlyn Hafl,
co-author of The Righis of
Gay People. a new Amer-
ican Civil Liberties Union
handbook. “MNow the polit-
ical climate is such that it
is loss likely that a quali-
fiod homosexual applicant
would bo rejoclod out of
hand.” Homosexuals are
still regarded 0s Insurance
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rsks, and slato licensing laws implicitly ban them from certain
professions.

The armed sorvices cashior some 2,000 men and women a
year for homosexuality. usually with the stigma ol a less than hon-
orable discharge. However, under pressure from the pny move-
menl. the military has lately boen granting a few honorable dis-
charges when the man's or woman's service record warranis it.
The coso of Sgi. Leonard Matlovich is the sirongoest challenge 1o
the armed forces yel made by a homosexual soldier.

Whether gays should be teachers isa volatile issue among par-
enls. Snid Jack Johnsione, a Bronx [ather, during last yoar's de-
bate over New York Cily's (defented) civil rights bill for ho-
mosexuals: "I think they're deviants and should be kept opart
from children.” Winnic and Albert Lefebvre acknowloedged that
a good many homoscexuals arc probably already in the school sys-
lom. but opposed a bill that would officially prolect thosc jobs.
“All we're saying is don'L give it legal sanction,” says Lofebvre.
“Just don’t condone il."

Yel some recent court declsions have upheld the homosox-
ual’s nght 1o teach. In 1969 the California Supreme Court ruled
that homosexuality in itself is not a cavso for disqualifying a
toncher. The Distriet of Columbia and San Francisco school
boards, omong others. have banned discrimination in the hiriog
ol gay 1oachors.

The A.C.L.U. reporls job discrimination against gays is erod-
ing. Somg major corporations—including A T & T, the Bank of
Americn. IBM and NBC—have declared themselves cqual-op-
portunity employers with regard to homosexuals. Honeywell,

which publicly refused to hire gays in 1970, lifi-

N ed the ban seven months before Minneapolis,

1'1[“ n where its home office is localed. passed an nn-

) e Udiscnmination ordinance in 1974, Most signil-

h lﬂl& icantly. the Federal Civil Service Commuission in

~ July reversed ils ruling that gays are unfit for pub-

lic servico. About 90% of the nation's 2.6 million

federal civilian employees are covered by the new policy. though

some agencics such as the FBI, CIA and Federal Reserve Board

are not. Secunty clearances, cither by Government or industry,
areo sull not given to goys becausc of fear of blackmail.

The major goal of gay activisls now is a federal law pro-
hibiting discnmination. Democratic Represcntative Bella Abzug
of New York introduced a bill last March 1o amend tho 1964
Civil Rights Act by adding “affectional or sexual preference™ 1o
the proscriptions against discriminating becouvse of race, reli-
gion or sex. The bill has 23 co-sponsors bur is not given any so-
rious chance ol passage during tho current Congress.

Homosexuals have made much headway by using the model
of the black civil rights struggle, from the routine singing of We
Shall Overcome at rallics 1o specific complainis such as that of
Gay Actvist Franklin Kameny prolesting the Army's ban on
gays: "Wheon you had problems with racism, you didn't throw
out the blacks, you threw out the recalcitrant racists.”

Some pro-gays even arguc that it is harder to be a homo-
soxual than 1o be black. Wrote Lawver Walter Barnelt in Sex-
nal Freedom and the Constitiution: 11 is easy 1o stand up for the
right ol a black ns a human being, but hard to side with a "queer.’
No maller how closely the white civil rights enthusiast trios Lo
idontify with the plight of the Negro. blackness can never rub
off on him. The aura of ‘immorality’ can.”

Though strutegically efeclive, the annlogy with blacks sure-
ly begs the question of whether homosexualily is as irrclovant
and nccidental as skin color. The beliefl that some homosoxual-
ity, at least, comes [rom emotional disturbance has boen shaken
in recont years, but not lnid 10 rost.

Gays and Psychiatry: An Uneasy Truce

For 23 years homosexualily had been listed as a mental dis-
order in Lho American Psychiatric Association's official diog-
nostic manual. and for six years militant gays have objecled 10
being considered menlally ill. In Decomber 1973, the A.P.A.
board of trusioes voled 1o remove the label. “For i meotal con-
diton 1o be considerod a psychiatrnc disorder.” tho board ox-
plainod, “'it should cither regularly cause emotional distress or
regularly be associated with gencralized impairment of social
funclioning; homoscxuality does not meet those eriteria.”
36
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CLOCKWISE FROM ADOVEI: A SIRVICE ATDOSTON HEADQUARTERS OF
DIONITY) THE POOL AT MANHATTAN'S CONTININTAL DATHS) A GAY
ACTIVIST COUPLE AT HOME

That ook care of the hoppy homosexuval. The A.P.A. ndded,
however, that those “who arc cither bothered by. in conflicl
with, or wish to changoe thoir sexunl orientation™ could still be di-
ngnosed as ill under o new category called "sexval orientation dis-
lurbance.” In fact, it was an awkward compromise by a con-
fusod and defensive profession. But gay activisis Ireated il as a
clear viclory. “Tho substitule category.” they announced, “has
boen crealed to provent a few psychiatrisis who make careers of
changing homosexuals from being drummed out of their pro-
fession.” The following spring the A.P.A. membership voled
2,854 10 3,810 10 endorse the change at least pardy in responsc
to the gay argumoent Lhat the “sick™ label gave support 1o those de-
nying jobs and housing 1o homoscxuals.

Tho nouon that homosexvality con or should be “cured” is o
maltler of dispute. In the past 20 years. a number of psycho-
analysls have reported limited success with paticnts who want-
ed 10 become helerosexual. but many psychiatrisis and sex re-
soarchers are dubiouws about the reported changes.

The resulis of behavioral therapy o change homosexuals
are oven more controversial. One common method: 10 exposc
male gays 1o clectric shocks or nauseating drugs while pictures
of nude men are shown.

Such attemipls seem 10 be going out of fashion. The ¢m-
phasis now Is on helping Lroubled homosoxuals 1o fiunction well
as gays. A number of clinics havo sprung up for that purpose. Ho-
moscxual “'marriage”™ counscling, for examplo, addresscs itself
to probloms such as which partner should be dominant in the
relationship.

Part of the reason that psychiauy seems less and less in-
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lcresled in helping homosexuals go straight is that so few of
them want o, and it is no longer widely scen ns the enlightened
lhing to do. Another reason is that tho couses of homosexuality
are noloriously obscure. The familiar late-Froudian explanations
("“Smother mother,” weak or hoslile [ather) fit many male ho-
mosexuals—but by no monns all. Though some argue thal they
“were born this way.” so [ar, attempls o Gnd a biologienl or ge-
nelie cnose of homosexuality have failed.

Religion: Still a Sin #

The reigniog theory among sex rescarchers is that homo-
sexuality, like belerosexuality, is “leamed behavior'—the prod-
ucl of subtle interacuon betwocen a child and the significant poo-
ple around him. Only birds and lower mammals are nigidly
programmed 10 male with the opposite sex. The higher ono goes
on the mammalian scale, the more Lhe organism is vader Lhe
sway of leaming rather than inherited faclors. Bul thot does nol
really explain anything cither. Scientisis do not yet know how
nn individual creates a helerosoxual or homosexual value sysiem.

Thus psychiatry and to a lessor extent the law have both heed-
ed the new gay pleas lor lolerance. Sociely in general romains hos-
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tile out of the conviclion Lhatl its own way of life is mocked or
threatened by homosenuality. This view is sirongly influenced by
Chrstianity and Judaism. which have traditionally tavght that
homosexualily is unnatural and its practice sinful. Though all the
major churches and branches of Judaism have increasingly come
lo recognizeo that the homosexual's dilemma is a matier for pos-
toral care nnd understanding, they continue 1o refuse 1o ordain
avowed homosexuals (with tho exceplion of the United Church
of Chrisl, which has ordained one openly gay minisier).

But in many denominations, small groups—usually a coali-
rion of liberals, gnys, women and youths—are pressing for full ac-
ceplance of gays. Says the Rev. Tom Oddoe, national choplain 1o
Dignity, an organization of Catholic gays and
their sympathizers: *Listening 1o those poople and
feeling the pain of their lives, you can’t help but
be concerned. They have been hit with all lands
of guilt that they are condemned by God.” Dig-
nity pl*ms lo present ils views at the Novembor
meeling of tho National Conference of Catholic
Hishnps When the United Melhodist Church’s Council on Youth
Ministries announced a. drive (o persvade nexi yoar's E.cncnl
church conlerence 1o approve Lhe ordinntion of homosoxuval min~
islers, a conservative caucus warnod that the move “will pre-
cipitate the most divisive climateo since the slavery controversy
split Amoerican Mecthodism in 1847." Acknowledging this, the
yooth council has cnlled instead for a churchwide siudy on hu-
man sexuality. Episcopalians expect a similarly divisive con-
troversy if the goys suvocoed in bringing the issuc before Lhe
church’s general conventon nexl year.,

On civil nghis for homosexuals. the churches are split. In the
past few yenrs. the National Federation of Priests” Councils, the
National Council of Churchos,
and scallered church jurisdic-
lions have passod vanous reso-
lotions condemning discrimi-
nation in law, cmploymenl.
housing, clc. But severnl Ro-
man Catholic bishops have
come oul agaiost “gny nghis”
bills in their ciues, With the
Incit backing of Terence Cardi-
nal Cooke, Catholios played a
heavy role last ycar in delool-
ing n New York City anudis-
crimination bill that had been
expocled lo pass. In California,
—— an ad Jioc Coalition ol' Con-

—— coernced Christians recently

— red—but failed—I10 put 10 o
referendum thostale’s now law
legnlizing all soxuval acis be-
lweoen consenting adulis.

The church’s opposition 10
homosexuality silems from five
biblical condemnations of homoscxual acls.® But by allempling
lodistinguish betweon what isdivinely inspired and whot isan ex-
pression of the cultural assumptions of the biblical ¢ra. a few theo-
logians are challenging old interpreintions of these lexls. For
oxample, the myslenous sins of Sodom and Gomorrah. which
have becn assumed 1o be sodomy, are now Lthought by some schol-
ars o be pndo and inhospitalily 10 strangoers.

In the Now Teslamenl., Paul's views on soxualily were col-
ored by his shock at the Groco-Romuan world at the time. The
homosoxuality of Paol’s cra. says NMorman Pitlenger of Eng-
land’s Cambridge University Faculty of Divinity, "was oflen
just licontious, not in any way a noble and moral affair as it
had boen among many of the Grecks of. say. Plato’s ume.”
Somo argue Lhat today's homoscxuals, if not noble, are ofien
Lruly loving. The British Socicly of Friends in its book Teward
a Gnaker View on Sex maintnins that “it is the nature and
quality of a relationship which matiers. Homosexvel afloction
can be as selfless as hotcrosexual affection and therelore

T "1.--

i

* Ameog theme “¥'oo0 shall not be with o mole as with & womao: it is a0 obom-
imanon’ (Loviviors 18 221 = Neither the lamoral, poc idolalors. por 0doloeront.,
nor homosonuvals . . . will inheorit the kKingdom of God™ U Corinchfoni 0: 9 /0).
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we cannol soo thal it 15 in some way morally worse”

While most scholars manoge 1o reslst the notion that Paul
might have applauded sclfless homosexual relationships. it scoms
that neithor the Old Teslament writers nor Poul had any con-
ception that homosexuality might be a perminnent psychic con-
diton in on individual. The Duich Catechism. a product of lib-
cral Roman Catholicism with the imprimatur of Helland's
Primale, says that “the very sharp strictures of Scriplure ...
must be read in their context” os a denunclation of a fashion
that was spreading 1o many who were “quite cnpable of normal
sexuol sentimenls.” The calechism suggesis that a homosexual
not capable of "“normal™ sexual sentiments may not fall under
the same consure,

The basic Christian case agninst homosexuality is also found-
od on tho concopt of a natural order. Says German Theologian
Helmut Thiclicke: Homosexuality is in every case not in accord
with the order of creation. Many theologians still cite various
Scriplures, from Genesis 10 Eplesians, as expressing God's wish
for men and women 1o join together sexually. The groat Swiss
Prolestant Theologian Karl Barth wrote of the homosexual: “The
command ol God shows him irreflulably—in clear contradiction
ol his own theories—that as a man he can only be genuinely
human with a woman, or as a woman, with a man."

Noxt Stop: How Much Approval?

As a civil nghls issuc, the argument of homosoxual militants
Is persuasive: no one should be¢ harassed by the law, evicied
from his apartment, or provented from carning o living bocause
of the privale sex acls he hoppens (o perform with, as the fa-
mous phraso has it, consenting adults. (A cosc can be made
against their ecmployment in the armed forces, in education and
perhaps corlain other areas.) Morcover, it is one thing lo re-
move legnl discriminotion ngainst homosexuals. 1t is another to
mandnte npproval. Homosexuals and their champions in ofect
admil this and cven insist on it. Says Barbora Gittings. a Phil-
adelphia librarian and lesbion: “What the homosexual wants,
and here ho is neither willing (0 compromiso nor morally re-
quired lo compromise—is accoplaonce of homosoxuality as a way
ol lifo fully on a par with heterosexuality.” Itis this goal of full ac-
coptnnoe, which no known sociely past or prosent has granted
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lo homosexuals, that makes many Amencans apprehensive. So
much so that it someclimes slews debales nbout basic Amercan
rights.

Many fear the domands that sccm 1o flow logically from the
assertion Lhat “gay is good.” For inslance: Lthe legal right 10
marry; homosoxual instruclion in school sex courses: affirmartive
aclion or quolas io hidng: and gny love storics to go with het-
croseaunl puppy-love stories in librarics and schools. The Task
Force on Gay Liberation of tho American Library Association
hos already begun such a compaign.

Another concern is that homosexuality will sproad. ospe-
cially among the young, il social sanclions are removed. No one
knows whether this is in fact happening in the U.S. Homosex-
uals point out that the couniries that have relaxed slriciures
agninst homosexuals—such as England and Denmark—do not
report any upourge In the number of gays. Yel seriovs analysts
are confusod and dividod on tho question. And if some homo-
sexuality, at least, comos
from faulty child rearing,
many think it makes less
sense (o celebrate the resulls
than (o try 10 strengthen the
family.

Says Psychoanalyst
Herbert Hendin: ™ 'Any-
thing goes’ is n legitimale
aflitude for consenting
adulls loward cach other,
but for a culture 1o declare
it 0s o credo is Lo miss en-
trely thostake oll of us have
In the harmony belween Lho
scxes and in the family os
the irreplacenble neocossity
ol sociely. This is a socioty
Lhat is increasingly denying
its impolence by calling it
lolerance, preaching resig-
nation and naming all this
progress.”

TS e

Grossing Signals

In gny bars these days. the men's costumes, with their
coded signals, are so claborale that oven habitués are be-
ginning 10 get conlused. Keys dangling from a belt over the
left hip generlly signal a desire (o bo soxually dominanl: on
the nght. n possive disposition. But the designations may
change from city 1o cily and bar to bar. An expert on lei-
right symbolism interviowed for the goy 1abloid the Advecare
last weck warned of a further possible misundersianding. If
they are on the right side he said, it may just moan that the
WeATSr IS r?gh[hnnded-

Another contribulor reminisced about the good old days
when "you could read a guy like a page, top 10 bollom.” Now-
ndoys, wrole Karl Maves, two strangers in a bar may spend
more than 20 minules slaring at ench other just 1o fgure out
what the hell the other one is supposed to mean.” The fellow
In cowboy boots and beads, with the blue soquins spelling
LOVE on his olivesdrab army pants, "must be a sort of butch
hippie," a cruiser might specolate. “Or at least non-nellic.
Without being anti-nellio of course.”

Like most subcultures, the homosoxual world has ils awn
languago. To cruisc is 1o go out looking for sox. A nellicisan of-
femioole fellow, and a butch a virile one. Malo gays who pro-
Ject or seek hypermasculioity go Lo leather bars, oflen 10 piclk
up a partner for 5. and m. (sadism and mosochism) or b. nnd
d. (bondoge and discipline)—icrms sometimes vsod among
helerosoxunls ns well. Brown leather refers 1o cithor a nov-
comer Lo the leather crowd ora bar where patrons are more in-
leresied in posturing than in socking rsky sox. Trado refers

10 o very maosculine hustler
(prostituie), and rough
rade refers 1o straight men
who sock homosexual sex
(called rough becnuse of the
risk of vioclence from the
straight partner once the
sOX IS over),

Many gny lerms for sox-
val styles and 1asics aro put-
downs. Besides nellics, eAeminate goy males arc callod twink-
les, slssles or gueens: they do their drinking in vanilla bars,
swish joints or flull parlors. The all-purpose term queen is
used in many combinalions: a drog queen wenrs women's
clothes, and a chicken quoen (or chicken hawk) prefers sex
with underoge boys.

Among losbians. a butch, dyvke or bull dvke is n mannish
woman who socks a femme—a passive, dependeot partner.
With the rige of feminist consciousness, the butch-femme pair-
ing scoms lo bo fading, though the terms are stll in uso.
Bulch women aro sometimes called brothers: cAeminale male
homoscxuals call cach other sister. An auntic is a derogalory
term for an older male homosexual. Abigail is a nickname
for a stufly middle-nged gay. A front marnoge is o legal mar-
ragoe of convenience. Fog and faggot are acceplable lerms
among gays if no straighis are present.

Gay spoech can be fresh and funny but also dirty and sell>
doprecating. Bruce Rodgers, who compiled more than 12.000
lerms for his book The Queens’ Vernacular. acknowlodgos
thol many gay aclivists regard goy slang as “another link io
tho chain which holds the homoscxual enslaved.”

KEYS DANGLING LEFT
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