
WASHINGTON WOMAN REVEALED 
AS FAMOUS SLAVE~i ~~PINKY~~ 

Was "Sold for Freedom" by 
Beecher From Pulpit 67 

Years Ago. 

Will Be Guest of Honor in 
Same .Church at Cele

bration Sun~ay. 

After shunning publicity fol' more 
than h a lf a century, Mrs. James Hunt , 
411 Florida. a venue, today admitted 
s he w as the tiny negro slave girl. 
a iled "Pinky" who, 111· 1860 was "sold 

for freedom ." by Henry "Vard Beech· 
er. in the pulpit of rlymouth Church, 
Dl'ookl ~ ' n. 

Saturda~' , lUI's . Hunt. a companied 
by her daughter. Miss Eva Hunt, 
P a te n t Ollke cmploye. will g-o to N ew 
York , as the g uest of DI'. J . Stanle~" 
DUI' I, ee, prf" Cllt 11;l.StOl' of P lym outh 
' hurch , S he will f;it on the same MRS. JAMES IIUST ("I~iIlJ(y"). 

-----, ----------------------------P lYm outh Chur ch r ostrum where as 
a g. irl o( !l . 6i years ago. he t' freedom 
wa s pledged by an enthusiastic con · enough l110ney to b uy h er own freedom 
g r £'ga tion. wh ic h s ubscl'ibNI $1.100. or and t (1 lea , e "Pi nky." 

I $20) m or e tha n th e purc h;lse price. .Attracted hy th e r eputation gained 
I which ha d heen se t upon h el' h ead , bv H e llry "'anI Reechel' as a cham· 
! H el' ])rese n('e beside Dr. Durkee. who p'ion of 'fr eeciom for the negro, and 
will t ell f or the flrst time the complete of his st irring l'eve.lations ma de before 

! story of her r em nrka ble life . will he congre;;nt Ions in the P ly mouth 
.... dram a tic featu re of the P lymouth Churc h, the grandmot her r ene- hed him 

. Church's e ig htie th annlversal'Y. through a fl 'le nd and pre va il ed upen 
h im to aid h er in li€cllring "Pinky 's" 

Name \"as By·word. f J'eectom. 
Friendship fot' Dr. DUI'kee. unde l' 1\]1'. Beecher, s£'.eing the possibilities 

whom s he wa s a student while he of h a vlJ1g' his congrega tion bu y 
was president of H oward U nivers ity P ink y's f reedom. v is ited the littl e 
he t'e, caused 1\Irs. Hunt to throw g irl' s owner, who set a price of $9 00 
a. ide the cloak of s ecr ecy w it h which on h er h ead. Deecher the.n bega n to 
'she ha d s hielded h er identity, it was prepa re his fa mous adllress. which re' 
s tated today. s ultt~d in S1.100 be ing raised. "Pinky." 

Mrs. Hunt confided to Dr. Durkee Qu i\"erin~ with t errol', sat on the 
that she w a s the famous "Pillky." slage. Bee.cher e loq uence was such 
whose na me was a bv-word of the thu l women bec~me hysterica l a nd 
Civil 'Vat· days , :.;hortly after it be· Tl1 f- n l'ed{}essly t ossed m oney in the 
came known tha t h e wa s considering offeri ng . 
a ccepti ng t he call to the historic Plym· After the hIlI of sale h ad been 
outh church. signed , f ollowillg t.he r a ising of the 

After h e had resigned from Howard m oney for Pinl,y's pUt'chase, the g irl 
Universit y t o fill the P lymouth was tak en t o live with the fam ily of 
church pulpit. Dr. Durkee, looking n. bro ther of ,l ohn Falkner Blake , who 
forwa rd to the celebration of the had executed the sa le in AlexandrIa . 
church's eightieth a nniversar y , per· The child wa s g iven the name of Hose 
suaded Mrs. Hunt to permit him to 'Vard. after Rose ' T erry, the a uthor, 
make public her identity and to come a nd H enry ' ·Va rd aeecher. T oday. 
to Brooklyn as his guest on the an· 1\1rs. Hunt treasures this o rig ina l bill 
niversary occasion. Relucta ntly , of sale. which a uthorized her freedom. 
Mrs. Hunt agreed. 

\ViIl be Honored Guest. 
Born In Charles County. ,,'ashin g tonians a re expected to 

Neighbors of Mrs. Hunt who have journey 'to New YOl'k Sunda y to h ear 
known her during the 35 years slJ e Dr. Durkee 's sert~lOn. On this dra· 
has lived at 411 Florida avenue with . ' malic occasion. Mrs. Hunt wiII !'lit. 
her husband. James E. Hunt, colored n ot in the imprOvised "slave pe n" 
attorney, marveled today when they put up on the pulpit r ostrum 67 yea r s 
learned of the illustrious hil'!tm'ical ago, but as a h onored g uest o f the 
bacliground of their lifelong friend. occasion. 
Most of them declared they were very 1\'1rs. Hunt was maJTied here 45 
familiar with the story of "Pinl<y," years ago. After hel' graduation from 
but had n~dea that Mrs. HU!lt was Howard University s he taught school 
that character. a t An napolis . Md. ' Vhile she has had 

"Vhile Mrs. Hunt steadfastly refuses five da ughters, onay one of them sur· 
to tell the intimate facts which she vive . 

. has supplied Dr. Durkee for his ser· Mrs. Hunt' is a well-preserved 
mon on Sunday, the salient outlines woman and does not show her years. 
of her life were sketched today as She admitted today that she had only 
follows: this morning received anoth et' letter 

Mrs. Hunt's real name was Sally from Dr. Durkee and i t wa s hinted 
Marla Digga. She was born In Port that she might u lilke quite It stay in 
Tobacco, Charles County, Md" 76 yeat'S N ew York as t he g ues t of th e former 
ago. Her father was a whita man Howal'd Un iversity preSident. 
and her mother a negro. She was Mr. Hunt, husband of ';Pinky," re· 
se])arated at the age of 7 from her -called today that ;Henry ' Vard Beech· 
mother by the latter's sale to a slave er had kept in touc h with " Pinky" 
trader in Alexandria, Va. Soon af ter· a nd tha t when he m ade a n addrMs 

I

I ward she and her grandmother. were h et'e during the- adm inistration of 
sold to & trader in Baltimore. The President Grover Cleveland that he 
grandparent, however, had sav~d sent his wife ticke,ts and she a ttended. 


