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ky” Thanks Plymouth
ForFreedom, Daughtei Lost
Ring Beecher Gave Her

realize the South was not the place
to bring up colored children at that
time."

The fact that Mprs, Hunt attended
Howard University and taught school
for her own people for some YOars

Former Slave Glrl, Greeted

by Thousands at Church,
Regrets She Did Not
“Make More” of Her Life.

before her marriage does not «om-
pensate her for what she conslders
her lack of doing something In the
world,

Ashamed to Return,

“I feel 1 should have made some-
Lthing more of my life when 1 was
given such a good start,” she sald.
“That is why 1 haven't returned Iin
all these vears. 1 was ashamed.”

Just once in the 67 vears has Mrs.
Hunt visited Brooklyn. That was
about 40 years ago, she thinks, when
she called on Mr. and Mrs. Beecher,
She remembers being impressed at
that time with the bright lights
across the water and the electric bell
in the Beecher homae.

“I tried to pull the bell out,” she
smiled. “It was the first of its kind
I had ever seen and I thought it was
a pulling kind we had down home,
I'm afrald I must have broken it."”

. By ALICE COGAN.

A trembling, elderly mulatto
woman has publlely paid back her
debt of freedom (o Plymouth

Church,

Sixty-seven years after Henry
Ward Beecher had auctioned the
slave child “Pinky” from his pulpit
s 4 glaring protest against glavery,
she returned yesterday in the per-
pon of Mrsa. James Hunt, wife of a
rétired negro lawyer of Washington,
D. C. It was her first visit to tha
church that bought her freedom in
1860,

Humbly, did this stout mulatto
woman stand before the vast assem-
blage that crowded historie old Ply-

mouth Church last night. Three
thousand persons, it ls estimated,
filled every available corner of the
church. Hundreds, it i3 sald, were
turned away unable to get near the

e

Lines of Automobiles.
~ Lines of automobiles were formed
for three blmh surrounding t:::

carriages w

h.m of Mr, Beecher,
‘ b mrm F. Halsey, m-
t that
ly" Wag 8O

Hunt wants to take her daughter to
see the Rev, Bishop Falkner, rector
emeritus of Christ Church, who at
93 remembers the slave psale iIn
Beecher's church. Little Pinky lived
at the Falkner home on Pacific st.
during her stay in Brooklyn before
and after the sale.

Remembers Mr. Falkner.

Mrs. Hunt inquired if Bay Rldge
were ve far away and told Dr.
Durkee she would like to call on
Mr. Falkner.

“I can remember his belng very
kind to me,” she sald. "I remember
all the pretty white ladies who called
to seé¢ me at his house, It was his
sister who gave me the rubber
jecomb”

Mr. Falkner, recalling the sale
last week referred to the fact that
Pinky had whooping cough at the

-l" 'y vy m time. Bhe was asked if she remems-
b ot 'iw in the Wﬁamt: do,” she smiled. ‘I was
‘ | \.7- ;lqnt and 'Mlu not siek enough to go to bed, but

Miss Falkner used to send me out in
the back yard to get the air when
{ had bad coughing spells.”

Met Husband in Unlversity,

Mrs. Hunt met her husband iIn
Howard University when they were
both students there, They were mar-
.l ried in Annapolls, Md.,, where they

were teaching school. He later be-
{ came a lawyer but has been retired
|for a few years, Miss KEva, their
only living child, is in the patent
office in Washington.

Mrs., Hunt was persuaded to come
ey { to Brooklyn for the 80th anniversary
of Plymouth Church at the *‘urgent
| persuasion” of Dr. Durkee, She met

Dr. Durkee about a year ago, just
8| before he left Howard University,

Wheul he was president, to assume
| storate of Plymouth Church.
pened to run across her by
Gdddmt--la uietly and wunobtru-
siv has Hunt lived all
thtn years——and when planning this
celebration wrote and asked her to

. | attend.
Official Recowds. |

~ Dr, Durkee is convinced that Mrs,
| Hunt is the slave child be-
g gm of her memory of incidents,
- be | He is backed up in his conviction by
. and | the official records of Howard Uni-
4 almost | versity which she attended many

¢ son. | Years ago as Miss Rose Ward,
That was the name given to her by
nme tears | Henry Ward Beecher after the auc-
. A Wty tinn. The Rose was after Rose Ter-
Bia and taken vy, mtharui. whe had thrown
t. her hair was '.ha into the collection plate,
! wall strealad | ‘wh Beecher had placed on
in the mid- 8 ﬂnﬂr saying ‘““With this
¢ el L thee wed to frudom.“ The
an Wm ‘was after Beecher.
- Mrs. Hunt was asked if sha still

has the ring. She looked rather

iWMﬁd and explaineed:
| ve that r to my oldest
| whom named Rose
| ¢ Iho took 1t out one day and
Iolt it. 1 feel very bad about it."
Mliss Beatrice Beecher, a grand-
daughter of Henry Ward Beecher,
-“'lg with Mrs. unt during the
and evening service. Miss
Beecher is the daughter of the late
| Herbert Foote Beecher. Col. Wil-
liam C. Beecher and Mrs. Beecher,
son and daughter-in-law of Mrs.
 Beecher were not in church, Miss

Beechr gald: “Uncl Will was not well
* { enough to attend.”

Reminded of Auction.

Mr. Halsey who remembers the
original] auction said last night's
service reminded hMMm of it very
ku ly.
hﬂ ¢hurch was crowded as it
is now,” he said. “Every one seemed
jtense and full of emotion. The
streets outside were lined with car-
riages. Now there are automobiles,
I remember most distinctly the col-
Jlection baskets., They were piled
with jewelry that people had thrown
in after Mr, Beecher's stirring

~old lnd

n “ yas more encour-
it w hu Momlt “to

T ahud m«* wear anything
nﬁu ha.lr that God did not put

m;. the only vivid impreasion
tigu. Hunt has of her ubllu sale

mu.""&?’“ Al':uﬂ tmm' h:;ai&- tnlg." s
says, ha en repeate B rkee preached on "The
1o her s0 much singe flmt she feels| Fundamental Unities” in which he

they are other pemal
lwt hor own,

- Wins by ﬂn;llam

By her very sim licity Mrs. Hunt
guite won the b uth Chureh
crowd. There nothing presum-
ing about her. 8he looks and acts
ust what she is—a& quiet little
me-body who has never appeared
in publie nlnco she stopped gchool
teaching when she married her hus-
band in 1879,

At the conclusion of the church
pervices Mrs, Hunt held an im-
- promptu reception at Plymouth In-
- stitute, The crowda were out in the
street for an hour walting to get in.
_Dr, Durkee found it negessary to
warn the people not to Iinsist on
shaking her hand,

memories, | endorsed law enforcement and the

League of Nations, He pointed out
that only four nations are not meme

bers of the League,
“What are they"" he asked.

man of the Kast; Russia, playing
heér experiences so the rest of the

guch dre fantagies; Mexico with

over for 100 vears, and America.”
Indorses Chinese Nationalists.

The pastor Indorsed the National-
movement Iin China when he
linked up the Chinese gituation with
the conditions that brought about
the Civil War In America,

While she is in Brooklyn Mrs.

| ag children wore at that tlma.

“There is Turkey, formerly the sick |

world will never have to bother with ||

“China last week abolished child
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“Pinky"” Posed by Slave Statue
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The picture shows “Pinky,” the slave girl, now Mrs. Rose Ward Hunt,
posed by the Beecher statue at Plymouth Church beside the figure that
represents her at the time she was “sold” at the church,

which led to the manumlission of
thousands, black and white.

Service Expression of Love.
“I am glad of this opportunity to
publicly acknowledge that I have

always had a feeing of deep love and
gratitude toward this church, whose
congregation did so much tor me,
These agents of the Almighty

child slavery. We know what human
slavery means, Look at thig little
girl grown old in the 67 years since
her freedom was purchased from
thig pulpit.”

When Henry Ward Beecher sold
the slave child, he “assumed the
posture of a hentunky auctioneer
and in & mean raucous volce oalled
for the highest bigder,” Dr. Durkee
gaid in reviewing Pinky's history.

Prince of Pulpit, ,

At the morning - service, Dr,
Durkee explained that Beecher's
first sermon had been dedicated to
anti-slavery, He called Beecher
“the prince of the pulpit opposed to
man selling man for greed.”

The QGloria Trumpeters played at
the morning service, Miss Florence
Mulholland, contralto, and Walter
(ireen, baritone, were soloists at the
evening service,

Mrs. Hunt's speech In full, tol-
lmn.

slavery,” he said. “I say God bless
the Nationalists movement that ends

Own Recollection Meager.

“It {8 with deep emotion that I
greet you and congratulate you upon
this, vour ¥0th anniversary. I feel it
a great privilege to be with you to-
day, to join vou in your celebration
and especlally to extol the memory
of one whose name always seems to
me to bée the complement of
Plymouth Church, Brooklyn, the

Rev. Henry Ward Beecher. There
¢an be but a few of us present who
will be able to recall Mr, Beecher as
he stood upon this rostrum 67 years
ago. My own recollection of this
time is very meager, only one incl-
dent atandi out in my childish
mind, My h was combed Dback
from my faco and held in place with
a, long, curved rubber comb %cih
Vi=

dently Mr. Beecher had not noticed
this before I was put upon the plat-
form, but when he did see {t he
came quietly to me, removed the
comb and said, 'Never wear anythin$
in your hair except what God pu
there,' |

“The other memorable events
geamed not to have impressed me
very much, and I am sure that the
pieture which I now hold of them is
the result .,of repeatedly belng told
the story,

Redeeming Thelr Bodies,

“As the vears went by, however, 1
came to a full realization of the
Christ-like work of Mr. Beecher and
his assoclates, Harriet Beecher
Stowe, the Faulkner brothers and
others. What great love, what great
compasgsion for their unfortunate
fellow men, redeeming their bodies
as Another had long Dbefore re-
deemed their souls! And in this they
followed that great example, inas-
much as they did not defy the law.
Such an attitude toward this insidi-
ous foe of the nation was the leaven
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#all the heritage of prepudices left|

~ Bit In Lincoln Pew,

Mrs. Hunt had also attended yes-
ferday morning's services with her
m:ht'er. Miss Eva Hunt, tho ac-

pmpanied her from Washington.

e mother and daughter sat in the
*Llnwln pew at the morning service.
This was the pew P ent Line
coln occupied when he came to
- Brookiyn to hear PBeecher preach,

After the morning service Mrs. |

~ Hunt posed for photographs with
- Dr., Durkee in front of rher's

slave statue on Plymouth Church
rounds. She later met reporters
dn Dr. Durkee's study for an In-
terview.

Humble and Gentle.

Modernists would say Mrs. Hunt
- has an inferiority complex. Bhe is
s0 hbumble and gentle. The reason
‘#he has never returned to Brooklyn

in All these years, she confeased to
- reporiers, is use ghe {8 ashamed
~#% pot having been a greater success.
"1 often wish I had not left Brook-
. an when I was a little girl,” she said.

"Ie.u m:r mndmother did not

Bhe went back to

rought me with

'ﬂ"‘"" - MHI od rest her
a won ul woman.

no advanteges and did not

But
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| seemingly

snatched me from a fate which can
only he Imagined, never known, as
my dear mother and brotherg have
never been heard of by any of our
famlily gince that separation 67 years
ugo, These Christians d4id not step
thare, but saw to it that 1 was given
a start on the road to good citizen-
ghip. I was sent to rchool through
thelr willing assistance. 1 have
looked upon all of this as a trust re-
posed In me and have ever endeavs

{ored to shape my life in keeping

with such confidence, My lot has
been an humble one, but I have tried
{to help in the lowly places. As a
teacher, a wife and a mother I have
tried to exemplify and to Inculcate
the principles of a Christian life. 1
have found, as those whom we honor
today found, that service |s the high-
est expression of love,

Optimistic for Future,

“I have been asked for an opinion
concerning the future. I am op-
timistie, for I perceive In each new
generation an Increasing thirst for
knowledge which they are gaining

by means of hard work and self-
development, They are learning
gradually and consistently, self-
reliance, so necessary to perfect de-
velopment. 1 see remarkable suc-
cegses in Indlviduals in the face of
insurmountable obtacles
and these things make me believe
that they are but the vanguard of a
vast host who will not bhe left be-
hind in the forward march of civil-
ization.

“1t 12 not llkely that I shall ever
come back agaln to Plymouth
Church. My first visit here was 67
years ago, and 25 years later I was
again here In Brooklyn and visited
Mr. and Mrs. Beecher but was not in
this church at that time, Now, after

eu of 42 years, 1 am here again
mol obably for the last time. You
CAN #60 by thiu that a trip to New York

i# o remarkable occurrence Inmy quiet
carveer, I shall carry a vivid memory
of this occasion throughout the rest
of my life and
this church for what it has been In
the past and for what it Is today. 1
shall remember with great joy In
these times of many changes that
there has been no nhanga in the

goodness of these descendants and’

successors of the congregation of
several decades ago. 1 shall remem-
ber with joy that you are pastored
by one who Is worthy to carry on
the work of hia distinguighed prede-
cessors.

“Thanking you for making it pos-
sible for me to be with you today, I
wish for vou Godspeed forever and
ever in Plymouth Church.”

shall always love |
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