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COL. LEE AND HIS SLAVES.
—t— i ————
To the Fditor of The N. Y. Tribune.

Sin: [ perceive in your papsr of this momniag @
malicious sttack, by an anonymous writer, upoa Col.
Robert E. Lee of the United States Army, and bis do-
ceared fother-ic-law, the late G. W. P, Custis of Ar-
lington. I am eo well acquainted with Col. Lee and
bis estimable family, and of the condition of matters
at Arlington in relation to the slaves, that, withowt
Lesitation, I proncunce the whole story a malicious
fabrication by some personal enemy of Col. Lee. He

asserts, what is pot true, thet Mr. Castis set his slaves

free at bis death, and thos complains that be has ** ie-
quired concerning the will, but could get no satisfac-
tion.” What right has he or any other maa toinquire
into the private aflairs of another? It is & pieve of
impudence which every right-miaded man pught te
rebuke. Not for the bevefit of the slanderer, vae ™
show the groundlessess of his attack. I will stete,

that the will of Mr. Custis may be seen at thor.
record office at Alexandria, and that it provides for the
masumission of his slaves, five years after his deaths
Je died in October, 1857,

I will venture to suggest that the writer who
Lis production ‘* A Citizen,” i» one of the med
scoundrels, who immediwoly after Me. Custis’'s dosth,
went over from Washingt n city and tried to induce
the negroes upon the Arliogton estate to ran away,
falsely telling them that they were all free. | amne
advocate for Slavery in any form, and bave 8o other
iuterest in noticing this matter than that which every
man ought to feel in exposing concealed asawing of
character, and in defendiog the reputation of an ac-

complished gentleman and cetimable man like Col. Ine.
JUSTICE.
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