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SOME FACTS THAT SHOULD COME TO
LIGHT.

To the Editor ¢f The N. Y. Tribune.

S81r: Itis known that the venerable George Wash-
ington Parke Cuetis died some two years ago; and
the same papers that anvousced his death announced
alto the fact that on his deathbed Le l.barated his
alavee. The will for some reason, was never allowed
any publicity, and the slaves themselves were cajoled
along with the idea that tome slight necessary ar-
rargements were to be made, when they wou'd all
bave their free papers. Fiually they were told five
yrars must elapre before they could ge. Meantime
they bave been deprived of all means of making a hit-
tle now and then for themeelvee, as they were allowed
to do during Mr. Custis’s life, have been kept harder
at work than ever, and part of the time bav? been cut
dowp to half a peck of ursifted meal & week for each
pereon, without even their fish allowance. Three old
wowen, who bave seen pearly their century each, are
kept sewing, making clothes for the ficld hande, from
daylight till dark, with potling but the half-peck of
meal 10 eat; no tea or ¢« flee—nothing thet old people
crave—apd no time given tlem to earn these little
rarities, as forwerly, Oue old man, eighty years old,
beut with ege, and whom Mr, Custis had long sinee
told **had done emough, and might go home and
“ amoke his pipe in peaec,’”’ is now turned vut as 8
regular field band. A year ago, for some trifling of.
fer.oe, three were sent to jail, and s few morths later
three more, for simply goirg down to the nver to get
then selves some fish, when they were literally
starved.

NSome three or four weeks ago, three, more coura-
geous than the rest, thisking their five years would
pever come to an ¢nd, came to the conciuson to leave
for the North, They were most valuable servauts,
but they were never advertised, and there was no
cffort made to regain them, which lonks exceedingly
as though Mr. Lee, the present proprietor, knew he
Lad vo lawiul elaim to them, Tuey had not proceed-
ed far before their progreas was intercepted by some
brute in hbuman form, who suspected them to be fa-

gitives, and probably wished a reward. They were
lodged in jail, and frighteved into telling where they
started fiom. Mr. Lee wae forthwith acquainted with
their whereabouts, when they were transported back,
taken ivto a bary, stnpped, and the men received
thisty and pine lashes cach, from the Lands of the
slave-whipper, when he refused to whip the girl, and
Mr. Lee bhimself administered the thirty and mine
lashes to her. They were then sent to Richmond

jail, where they are now lodged.

Next to Mount Vernon, we associate ‘‘the Custis
place”’ with the ‘‘Father of this free country.”
Shall ‘ Waeshington's body guard "’ be thus tampered
with. and pever a voice raised for such utter helpless-

neeses ! A.
W askington, June 71, 1558,
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Te the Kditor ¢f The N. Y. Tridume.
Sik: 1 live one mile from the plaatation of George
Washingten P. Custis, now Col. Lee’s, as Custis |
willed it to Lee. All the slaves om this estate, a: | ’
understacd, were set free at the death of Castis, bat ,
are pow held in bondage by Lee. 1 bave isquired
concerving the will, but can get no satisfaction. Cuastis |
had fifteen childiren by his slave women. I see his
grapdchiliren every day; they are of & dark yellow.
Last week three of the slaves raa away; aa offiver
was sent after themm, overtook themm mine miles this

side of Pennsyivama, and brought them back. Col
Lee ordered them whipped. They were two mea
and ome womsn, The officer whipped the two mea,
and said he would ot whip the womae, and Col. Lee
stripped ber and whipped her himse!f. These are facts
as I learn from pear relatives of the mea wuipped.
After being whipped, he sent them to Richmoad aad

hired them out as good farm haada.

Yours, A CITIZEN.
W adhéngton, June 19, 1858,
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