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ROBERT E. LEE.

IS BROTALITY TO I8 SLAVES.
Iz has froquently Locn ropreseated by tho friends
and admirers of l(};‘n‘n ce, Iate an officer in
the rebel army, that, alth ongh a slaveholder, his
treatment of Tis chaficls wes invoriably kind snd

jumane. ~‘The subjoined statement, taken from the
lipe of one ‘ol his Iomnx slaves, indicates the real

My namd anedc, Norris ; I was born a slave
on the plantaticn of George Parke Custis; after
the dea !MrCuntil,GnImwhohndhem
made executor of the estate, ammmed control of

general impression among the alaves of Mr. Custis
that on his death they should be forever free ; in
ct this statement had been mado to them by Mr.
& oass before; at his death wo were fnfornéd by
t by the conditions of the will we

‘must romain slave for five years ; I remained with
Gen. Lee for about seventeen months, when my
nd 1 detormined to

o wero sont back 0. Jon 5, W waro unmoli
ately taken before Gen. Lee, who demanded the
reason why we ran away ; e frankly told him that
o considered ourklys free ; Lo then told us he
mould teach s & loson w0 névar would forget; b
Tien ordered s to the barn, where, i i
o wers tiod realy to ports by % Mr. G ,om
ovensecr, who was ordered by Gen, Lec to strip us
to tho waist and give us fifty laahies each, except-
ing my sster, who receivod but tmenty ; wo we
Mx,un]'.ngly stripped to the o
who, howrer, hud sullce y ta decline
whipping s accordingly ek Whaa n ounty
b, was called in, who guve us the number
oL Tashes oRdered ; Gen. Lety X
stwod by, and frequently enjoined Williamy
it on well,” an injunction which ool ot il
heed ; nammﬂmwh simply lacerating our naked
flesh, Gen. Leo then ordered the overscer to thor-
‘ughly wash our bagkawith brine, which was donc.
‘After this my consin and myself were sent to Hau-
over Court-House juil, my ister being sent tolicl:
mond to an agent to bo hired ; we remained iz
sbaut aweek, wheu wo wero sént to Nelsoncounty,
where we wero_hired out by Gen, Lee's ogent to
ork on tho Orunge and Alexander railrosd ; wo
remained thus cmployed for about seven months,
and w en sent o ama, and put to wam
on whut i known as the Northosstors ruilroad
43, o wero et to n.d.mmL thom
e plm,u o Liinaly wado my ‘}m
rebel lines to freedom ; I e no hing xuru.er to

satements: 1 am at prosent cnployed by, tha
Government, and am st work in the Natiopal
Cemotary on Arlington_Helghtr, whrn I e be
found by those wh
sister_reforred w s procat \n:ellowd by the
Eroach Minister at Washington,
temen
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