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THE PEOPLE'S SONGS.:

WHO WRITES THEM AND HOW THEY
BECOME POPULAR

—_—

Most Popular Ballads Huve a Very Brief
but Violent Vogue—Patriotic and Senti-
mental Airs Live Longer Than the Others. |
SBome Famous Song Writers

" The English-Trish anthor of the once'
ywery famous song called ‘“Lilibulero”
boasted that he had sung James 1I “‘out
of his three kingdoms,” and grave his-
_ torians have conceded that there was
some foundation for the boast. And
this furnishes us with a most apt illus-
fration of the immense power of a ring-
ing popular song. ‘‘Lilibulero” i8 a
wretchedly poor production. In truth,
‘““Ta-ra-ra Boom-de-ay” 18 wisdom com-
d with it. But thero was something

it which caught the popular ear, and
tens of thousands of Englishmen grew
. Wild with ‘enthusiasm as they marched
to the measure and sang or shouted the'
refrain of ‘‘Lilibulero! Lilibulero! Lili-
balero! Bullen @ lal”

MONROE H. ROSENFELD,
It is much the same with the original

#Yankee Doodle.” Not one American
in ten thousand knows the words or the
pame of the author, and as a matter of
fact it is extremely doubtful whether
sny one man did write the piece as it
Bnally appeared in Isaiah Thomas' ‘““‘Au-
thentic Collection,” printed in 1818, The
Mterary style is much better than that
f ‘Lilibulero,” and thero is a vein of
umor in it, but that is not the thing.
There is some mysterious force in the
ring of ft which suited the popular
genius of the rising nation, and it “‘took
at once.” The writers of such songs ac-
cidentally do a thousand times better
than they intend. Contemporary or
pnearly so with ‘‘Yankee Doodle” was a
Uttle ballad of 37 verses, each ending
with “‘America,” the word accented on
the last syllable to suit the rhyme, thus:
While I relate my story,
Americaus give ear;
Of Britains fading glory
You presently shall hearg
I'll give a true relation,
Attend to what I eay
Concerning the taxation
Of North Ameriea.

The first of this was written in 1765
by Peter St. John of Norwalk, Conn.,
and a verse or two was added from year
to year as events called for them, as thus-

Burely we were your betters
Hard by the Brandywine,
And we Taid him fagt {n fetters
Whose name was John Burgoyne;
We made your Howe to tremble
With terror and dismay.
True herocy we resemble
In North America.

Next in wide sweeping popularity was

“H{l, Columbia,” which was in effect an

EFFIE ISORAH CANNING
appeal to the parties to unite.
came the “Star Spangled Banner” and in
due time the poetry of the Mexican war

Then

and the great civil war. And now we
have to consider two radically different
classes of popular poetry. First is the
class including ‘‘Kaiser, Doan’ You Want
to Buy a Dog?” “‘Shoo, Fly, Don’'t Bodder
Me!” ‘““‘Annie Rooney,” “McQinty,”
‘“Maggie Murphy's Home,” “Dot Gre-
cian Bend,” ‘‘Comrades” and a thousand
more sach. And it is a most interesting
fact that each of these is popmlar for
just about one year. First the song is
sang to erowded houses by some popular
comedian or gonbrette till the nataught
pablic catches the air. Then {tis “‘all
the rage.” It is kang and whistled and
hammed and “‘éxecnted” in all sorts of
ways for, say, six months. Then {t is
taken up by the fashionables and played
in patiofs or it is parodied for politieal
patPoses, and thereafter its decline s

Thus Yosle, reigned and fell “O Suman-
mah,” “Lucy Liong,” ‘‘dJim Crow,” “ Dan-
dy Jim ‘'of Catoline” and scores of others,
A popular song in the concert halls just
now is *My Miweetheart's the Man In the
Moon.” The author is Jéthes Thoenton,
who also wrote “T'tn the Man That Wrote
To-ra‘ta Boom:de-ay” ahd ‘other tameful
bat Mdiotic airs just now populer. Of
ooarse there i3 vo motal or ic
sehttment Tn any of those, bat thire is
aother ciass, combiting sl 16 fiin and
five anrd vivacity of the sotubieite’s Wong

th medl:ep and abiding feeling, and
these sofigs live. _

Among these is ‘‘Rock-a-by, Baby,”
by Miss Effic Isorah Canning of Boston,
who composed it while swinging & weary
ohild in & hammock and wrought out
the music little by little while strum-

ming her banjo. When she sang and
played it for her 'téacher on the banjo,
he was astonished and urged its pnb-
lication. His advice was followed, and
800,000 copies were gold in a short time.
Bhe 18 now studying music energetically
and hopes to do much better work. Of
a far different order, and yet immensely
popular, {8 the song, “Nearer, My God,
to Thee,” by Albert J. Holden of Brook-
lynnow, but anative of Boston. He com-
posed it especially for Emma A. Abbott
when she was soprano in the choir of
Dr. Chapin’s church, and it has gained a
wonderful pre-eminence.

Another writer of popular songs is
Monroe H. Rosenfeld, and he has recent-
ly given his experience in a letter from
which this is an extract:

“Johnny, Get Your Gun" is too absurd a
wprk to be regardod seriously, and I think that
the song, “With All Her Faults I Love Her
8till,” should simply rank as ap lmpulsive
freak. 1 wrote it merely to offer a gentle de-
fenso for woman--fair, frail, beautiful woman
- not any one woman {n particular, but the
dear sex in general, of whom I have always
been quite fond. The song filled my expecta-
tions,
with the fair ones and made some gold for my
publither, and thus my object was attained.

Undoubtedly Will 8. Hayes of Lowuis-
ville has written more of those higher
class popular songs than any other per-
son, among them ‘‘Evangeline,” ‘‘Dixie,”
“Wandering Refugee,” ‘“Union For-
ever” and many war songs, ‘‘Molhe
Darling,” “Driven From Home,” ‘‘Nora
O'Nelll,” “Write Mo a Letter From
Home,” ‘“Take This Letter to My Moth-
er” and others too numerous to mention.
He gives this account of himself and his
meéthods:

The 8 In my name is for Shakespeare, but T
mever use the full name. I was born in Louis-
ville in July, 1837. Bong and ballad writing
with me 1s & gift. [ write songs from heart to
the heart. I beliove the ear to be the best orft-
foad 4 ot good, honelike, sweet songs and
musio. Bince my sucocess song writing has been
and is stil] a pleasure, ot a matter of business
with me. Ihave written and published more
successful songs than any man living and am
one of the few, if not the only man living, who
writes his 6wn words and masic. A man who
has no love for poetry has none for mausic, and
he nrust havew heart and soul for both #f he ex-

ts to write a sweet song that will be popu-

r with the masses. Very few songs were ever
suocessfal where one porson wrote the words
and another the music. To be successful they
must be wedded by sympathy in one common
eong of heartfelt awcetness and harmony. I
don't know how many songs 1 have written. 1
never kept copies nor an account of them, but

SEPTIMUS WINNER

they exceed A, and the sales both in this and
foreign countries have excecded 850,000 coptea.
“Mollie Dariing” sold over 1,000,000 copies
alone.

fn 1827 and began his musical career as
teacher of instrumental music and in
preparing the well known instruction
books. He gives the following interest-
ing account of his most popular song:

About this time there was a street character
in Philadelphia known as Whistling Dick, an
accomplisbment in which he excelled, really
waking some beantiful musie, to which ke
strummed an indifferent accompaniment on
the guftar. Onec of his specialties was the im-
{tation of a mocking bird, which suggested to
mes thoe composition of a ballad of that charac-
ter, and “Listen to the Mocking Bird was the
result. It was written to suit the small com-
pass of Dick's whistle, to whom I taught it, and
this whistling genins did much tostart the song
on its successful career. The song won fts
greatest popularity in the southern states,
where it was taken up by the colored people
and sung far and wide. There are numerona
young ladies in the United States today bear-
ing the name of “Hallie,” which was first used
in this ballad. As the song was first published
in the year 185, it will be seen that ft is now
nearly 4) years old.

He also wrote ‘“What Is Home With-
out a Mother?” “How Sweet Are the
Roses,” “I'll Sail the Seas Over,” “Ten
Little Injuns” and many others, and yet
for all his songs he has received less than
$5,000. Of the gong writers very few

tion; hence the writer often gets very
got less than $100 for a song, and often

much more. Other song writers are
Barrison Millard, author of “Under the

WILL 8, HAYES

Kathleen.” Of purely religious songs,
Fannie Croshy has donbtless produced
more than any other perdon HKving or
dead. 8. P. RossRLLE,

A Gem Frém Confucius

“There are three heaven,
earth and man. There are three lights
—the sun, moon And stars. There are
three bonds—between prince and minig-
ter, justide; between father and son,
l!fedction; between man and wife, con-
Joor R

It mado me more than ever a friend

Septimus Winner, another very popn- |
lar song writer, was born in Philadelphia |

possess any knowledge of musical nota- |

poor pay, but Will S. Hayes has never |

Daisies,”” and Thomas P. Westendorf, |
author of “I'll Take You Home Again, |
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