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SEP WINNER AND HIS SONGS. |

Author of “Listem te the Mocking
Bird*® and Other Well KnoWwn I

Sougs Is Still Allive.

Septimus Winner, who wrote ‘““Listen '

to the Mocking Bird® and other stang-
ard American melodies, celebrated his
seventy-second birthday the other day |
at his home in Philadelphia. ‘

Mr. Winner makes no pretensions of | |
‘having been a writer or composer of |
clasgical music, but he has written com-
positions which have thrilled American
audiences. He occupies the unique po- |
sition of having been the only author
that wrote a song which was sup-
pressed and its author threatened with
‘imprisonment:

The greatest of all his melodies, in
point of circulation and merit, was
‘““The Mocking Bird,” written almost 50
years ago, and which has been trans-
lJated into the languages of the princi-
pal nations of the earth. Its effect as
a revenue producer to the author lost |
its worth many years ago, as the copy-
right had expired. Some other selec-
tions which Mr. Winner composed were
‘“Whispering Hope,” “What Is Home
Without a Mother?"® “Ten Little Inns”™
and “Give Us Back OQur Old Com
mander.”

It was a few days after Gen. Burn-
side had superseded McClellan in the
command of the Army of the Potomac
that the “Give Us Back Our Old Com-
mander” was composed by Mr. Winner.
He received his inspiration from the
ocutburst of popular indignstion which
was sweeping over the land, particular-
ly amang the soldiexs of the Army of
the Potomac, in aoppasifion to the re-
moval of McClellan. “Give Us Back Our
Old Commander™ could be heard at
night from:omre end of the urion lines |
to the other, apd at Chancellarsville,
where Hooker displayed his inability to
oope successfully with Lee, it was sung
with renewed vigor.

But at this point the commotion cre-
ated by the song reached its climax
when the war department issued an
order suppressing its sale and prohib-
iting the singing of it. The govern-
ment, however, did not stop at this,
for Julia Mortimer, ons of the greatest
of American singers, wh® was then fill-
ing an en ment at Ford's theater,
wasinformed that imprisonment await-

ed her if she persisted in making the

objectivnable song a pert of her role.
Actors in Baltimore were enjoined by

the ¢ from singing it in the
- Chicago Inter Ocean. e
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