


THE PATENT OFFICE. 

One of the Koat Important Bruches 
of Our Government. 
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! r ,-ean the patent o1llee baa ad-
ficient room for t.be traDaac­

tion of 1'- yoltamlnous aDd inereaaiDg-
17 lmportaDt buaineu. The interlor 
deparunent builcUng, olle -of t-he moat 
iM!autUul atructuru in this eit1', .... 

WILLIAM THORNTON. 
(P'lrst Patent Clerk of the Untted Stattle.) 

o\'ercrowded for many years, aild its 
magnificent corridors were dil!ftgured 
lVlth book r60)u; and other officia l 1m­
pediment&. But when the DeW pod 
office 4epartment t>di600 ,..... OOD-

8truct~ And that department WM 
mo\'ed from ita quartlet's opposite the 
lntNior depnrtment. the building 
1\'hlch it had occupied Idnoe 1846 wee 
taken potts_Ion of by the Interior 
dep&rtme~ aod tbia .... e an Q.PPor­
tunlty for a.e commt.doner of Jmt.­
ents to 80 arronge the working force 
oC hJs olflCe that bualnese m~ht be 
carrlcd on in a sYl!tematie manner. 

Br a w1se provision oC the consti­
tution of our republic (article 1, par­
efJruph 8 of section FI), the conA'reRS 
WQ8 g1\'en power to p1'OmOUl thl' prog­
r ess of science nnd th e IIs(' ful arts, 
by 8ecurlng to authors "nd inventors, 
for limited times, the exclush'e ri/lht 
to their I'(>specti\'(' writlnJrS and dis­
covPrit's. This portion of thp. con­
!!t.lt\ltJon ~ns obt.n.lned throuf!h f,he 
('ft'ort s of Jamt'1! Madh.on nnd ChnrlE's 
Pinckney. flnd wns the I:M>ginnin/l of 
the potent systf'm. The first gt'nl'rlll 
l8w provitUng for pntents was pns,c;ffi 
tn 1790, Rnd the first pat~n t Isslled 
" '8.8 to Samuel nopkln~, July :11. 1790, 
for mnkln/l pot nnd pearl R!Ohes . 

Undl'r thl" pot~nt lnw the offil'(, 
f l'1'8 wl're paid to th l' ", t ntl' dE'l'ur·t­
nll'l1t {'l!'rks who marl{' Ollt th(' pnt­
ent. The f('('s nmoulI!('d t o ':l.iO. anll 
tfon (,pnt.c; for (,"('ry 100 word" for fil-

I InA' the l'pt'Cificntlon. Tht> e.hl,,' clt'rk 
of the stAte dcpnrtml'nt li"06\l('rl thl' 
pa t~nt Rnd rt'Ct'h'oo the ff't't! !WI " part 
of his Rnll\ry. Pndel' thlll In w , which W_ rep€'A\e('l In 1'793, thl'.re wn~ no 

puteDt offit'e. and not eVNI B <livll'lon 
of patents. A nl'w Inw wnl'; pn"",('{l 
111 17!J3, nnd S('\'E'ral nml'nc'1ml'lltl' 
mlldl' ther(, ll.ftt'r. Thf' Isrml ng of pnt­
pnt" bowelV('1', still I"N1W\lned In tM 
Itlltof' c'I('pnrt,ment .. 

In 1 ~00 th t' d('partl1lf'nt of stilt .. rf'­
mcwl:'d t-o WashinJrton nnl'! t.ook up 
its C]lIart('M; nt P enn",yh·anln. an'nue 
nnd Twenty-flNlt str<'l't; lind in Mny. 
I !'!02. Pr('sl<l('n f .J(' fTe r F;on Ilppoinf l'd 
"'iIlinm Thornton ns a ('Jerk nt $1,400 
r('r y E'n r to ha\'c chnrA'l' of fhl:' f~­

" uln/! of patl'nts. This \i\' llliam 
Thornton waf; nn lnt('rl'stln/-f ('har­
flct('r, cspC'cially to inv('ntors aQd 
Wn-l'hin/ltonlnn'l. An ('x('cll ent por­
trnlt of him bang8 In thl' commisslon­
fOr' s room In the patent offi ce . Thorn­
ton hll" charge of the pat .. nt I1tfniM! 
from 11;02 t·o his death in lS2R. H e 
was nn intlmlltp friend of \YlIshlng­
ton, and was by him appointed one 

DR. THOIIA.8 .JONE8. 
(Second SuperintendeDt of the Unlted 

Sta.tee Patent Oftloo.) 

of the three eommiaaioners to sUrTey 
and layout tbe federal eapital. 
Tbornton's house. M 1331 F street, 
was one of tb. tirst private residences 
to be erected in \\' asbington. 

He WM an EngU.bman aDd .... 
tIorn 011 the ialaud of Tortola" hla 
aDele belDfJ .. tbat time pretlldent 
ei the W·.... Be aa. IDe( W ........... 
too M PW~ .. and became a 
warm frieD4 of ........ tber 01 m. 
eo.nll'7," aac1 bt. boUle on J1 Ittree' 
lit W .. bington became a famillar re­
eon of W .. hlagton when he w .. 
presi4eDt. 

A atol7 ta tole! of blm that duriD6 
... war of 18U. when the BrltUh cap. 
hree! tIae *1' of WaehlDgtoD and de-
8tro7ed the capitol building, a Ioadee! 
e&DIlOD ... trainee!.poD tbe patent of­
ae. for 1M parpo.e 01 deetroJfDg It. 
aad b ... ..ad to ... .., pot hhue)f be­
tore t.Ite po.. and in Ii freaq of tJt­
.tement el[cJalmecJ: "Are,-ou Eng­
",bm .. or ~ Gotlaa aDd yandala? 

nta ta the patet dee, • depositor, 
of tile ~uit1' aDd iDYentioo8 of the 
Amerfean natioll, ill which tile wbole 
civi!izt'd world is interested. WouJd 
,-ou destrov it? If eo. fb'e away, and 
iet th.e cha~ge pass through my bod7·" 
The etreet is said to JaaYe __ mqleal 
upoD the eoWien. and to UTe 
aaYeCl tlle patent ofBee froIIl destne-
tioll_ . 
. Ia 1811 TJaOl'llt.oD .... 1UDed .the title 
of lI1lperi.Dtentient. aDd was 110 ~It­
tered in the goYel1UDellt blue book. 
but Ii was not lIDtll 1830 that the 
law recogolaed the title b1' speclfteaUy 
meationing the o~ 

The 1810 congress au~ormd the 
purchaae of a buildiq for the poat of­
flee aad Ule keeper of the pat-ents. 
Into t.hia building, _here the post oftlee 
n ow stands, Thornton mOTed the rec-
orda. etc.. of the patent ofllee_ 

In 1816 the pe!'8OllDel of the patent 
. otHce eonsbted of Superintendent 
'WilHam Thonlton, 'I.tOO; Clerk WH­
'liam ElUott.. S5OO. aDd lI .. aen~l' Ben­
jalalh Fenwiek" m per annum. 

I Dr. Thorn .. .Jone&. wbo aucoeeded 
Dr. Thornton .... aupeJ'tMelrdent of the 
patent o&e, ",... bona III Hereford­
(thire OOUD~. EngJaDd. 1Il 17ft. In 1826 
be founded the famous Franklln .Tour­
n&! at Philadelpbla. On April1!!, 1828, 
he I"emo~ to Waabington and took 
charge of the patent otHoe under 
Henry Clay, secretar)" of stAte. Thill 
position be held untJJ after the organ­
ization of the patent oftice under the 
act of July f, IB36.. at which time 
lIon. R. L. Ellsworth was made com­
mt86toner at 80 salary of $3.000 p e r R.n­
num, and Charles M. K e lle r and Dr . 
.Jones were appointed the next yt"'ar 
examiners at 1\ salnry of $1,500 pe r 
year. ,!'he officials of the office under 
Dr . .TOPM' reign were William Elliott, 
~rk. at a _lary 01 '1,000 a year; AJ­
.... ooer McIDtJte, clerk. a~ $800, and 
B. Fenw~ messe.nger, at SfOO. Dr. 
Somee reMgned hie position in 1836 at 
tb., Affe of &f. 

In t836 a ~w law \'If'M paaeed which 
WIM a return tc> the AweriC8n system. 
The law eatnbUshed tlte patent office 
as a burenu under the department of 
.. te. and put lit tn charge of • chief 
~c_ to be coiled the commissioner 
of patents, at a salary of $j,ooo per 
DOnum, his duty being, under the di­
rection of the eeeretary of stote, to 
superintend the is8ulng of pntenUl. 
The law further provided for a chief 
olerk, "an examining clerk," at $1,500; 
two other cleI-ks, ODe of them to be a 

HON. H . L. ELL8WORTH. 
(P'iI'8l Comml6l11oner Qt the Unlced 8ta ... 

Pawnt Otnce.) 

oomp('tent draught6man; one oth('r 
{'Jerk, !\ machinist and a messenger, It 
provided also B seal for the office, and 
required that t.be patent should issue 
\mrlpr that st' l\l, and be signed by the 
sel'I'l:'tary of state and countersigned 
by the commissioner. 

The first patent Issued under this 
law was to lion . .John. Ruggles, for lo­
comotive e ngines on inclined plnnes. 

n enry I.. Ellsworth was appointed 
the first commisb-1oner und er this law 
and Chnrlrs 1>1. Keller examining derk. 
and th er e upon the present system of 
(' xnmlnations bellan. Later tJle office 
was transferred from the department 
of state to the interior department. 
}<~very mRn has more or Jcss tn"entlve 
Insti nct, and there are thousands of 
II ttorneys throughout the land who 
de-vote their UrnI' and atte ntion to tbe 
sttl(1y of patent law, Rnd to the inter­
ests of their inventi"e clients. 

And right here, to be prBcti('-al ratb­
er than hh;toricBI and diseursive, let It 
be known that no man, be he attorney 
or claim agent, can secure a petent for 
anybody by the use of money to Inftu­
cnct' n decision. No man sbould allow 
himself to bedecelyecJ on that score. 
Any attorney or claim agent who In­
timate!! anything of that character 
should be set 'own .. a fraud. The 
commiBSioners and the &eslstant com­
mtl!SiODen are a1wa78 men of high' 
character, standing well tn tbeir home 
eommunltlea and In thl. oommunity. 
TIM! eJtamine ... and club are honor­
able men. Eeaeh ease .eeetftS ... eve­
ful cOD81derationaaan1' ease In a court 
of justice. EacJa case is deelded upon 
Ita meri.... Because of the careful con­
sideration glYen to eaeh case there are 
neceasa17 dela,.. whlcb are often eJt­
asperatinA' to the Inventors who be­
Ueve that tllelr fortunes are being 
withheld from them, beeau!!e eaeh In­
ventor loob upon his model and be­
lieves., as Col. 8eners belieVed, that 
"There's millions in it." 

But there'. not. The In yen tor uso­an, gete 800M fame for his name; but 
the capitaHat pte the euh-paying 
..,.me. Poor IIMD oo_tit_te a..at ma­
JOI'U,. 01 lD"nton, probably becall8e 
neeeMltJ' .. 'tIM mother of inTen ... ·on; 
bat ..., lew of .... die an1' richer 
than they were borDo SIIITII D. FRT. 
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